St. Andrew’s assembly

1. Good morning everybody. Welcome to our house assembly.
2. We shall begin our assembly by making the sign of the cross.

3. Today is the feast day of St. Andrew, the patron saint of Scotland.

4. St Andrew lived around 2000 years ago, in a town near Galilee. He was the son of Jonas, and brother to Simon Peter.
5. He and his family were all fishermen and he was also a follower of John the Baptist, but when John pointed to Jesus and said, "Behold the Lamb of God!" Andrew understood that Jesus was greater. 

6. Jesus knew that Andrew was walking behind him, and turning back, he asked, "what do you seek?" When Andrew answered that he would like to know where Jesus lived, Our Lord replied, "Come and see." 
7. Andrew had been only a little time with Jesus when he realized that this was truly the Messiah. 

8. St. Andrew, along with his brother Simon Peter, were present at Jesus’ first miracle at the marriage at Cana in Galilee. Where Jesus turned the water into wine. 

9. From then on, he chose to follow Jesus. Andrew was thus the first disciple of Christ. Next, Andrew brought his brother Simon (St. Peter) to Jesus and Jesus received him, too, as His disciple. 

10. At first the two brothers continued to carry on their fishing trade and family affairs, until one day Jesus said ”Follow me. Leave your boats and nets, I will make you fishers of men”. Where upon they immediately left their nets to follow him, and never went from his side again. 
11. Please join us in singing our first hymn number  __ __ __ Follow me.
12. The next year Jesus formed his group of apostles and soon after whilst with Andrew and Peter he was followed by five thousand people into the desert. 

13. The other disciples warned Jesus of their hunger and their lack of food. But it was St. Andrew who found the boy who had five barley loaves and two small fishes and again was present at another of Jesus’ miracles.

14. After Christ's Resurrection and Ascension, St. Andrew preached the gospel in many different countries. He also worked many miracles, ordained priests and consecrated bishops. 
15. His missionary work is still remembered in that part of the world: to this day Andrew is patron saint in Greece, Russia and the Ukraine. 
16. It was in Greece, in the city of Patras, around A.D. 60. that he suffered martyrdom. Like Jesus St. Andrew was crucified, but on a different shaped cross. 
17. This was because he felt himself unworthy to meet his death on a cross of the same shape as his Lord’s, he was crucified on a diagonal cross. 
18. His cross was shaped like the letter X. (show picture)
19. He remained on the cross for three days, preaching to the crowds and converting many passers by to Christianity, before dying.

 

 

20. During the 6th century, legend has it that St Rule was on his way home from the Mediterranean lands with the relics of St. Andrew, when his ship was wrecked on the coast of Fife in Scotland. 
21. St. Rule settled where he had been shipwrecked, and built a small chapel containing St. Andrew’s remains. 

22. The chapel was later replaced by the Cathedral of St. Andrews in 1160, with a tower called St. Rules Tower.

23. Today this whole area is called St. Andrew’s.
24. St. Andrew is known as the patron saint of Scotland

25. Part of the tradition is that St Andrew wore blue, and so the white of the wooden cross against the blue of his robes gave us the colours of Scotland’s national flag.  (show flags)

26. If you were to visit St. Andrew’s today you would see a modern city with a large university, and the ruins of St. Andrew’s cathedral.

27. St. Andrew’s the place in Scotland is also famous for its golf course. Many people believe that golf was invented in St. Andrews.
28. The Church Calendar begins with Advent (defined as the nearest Sunday to St Andrew’s Day), and it seems fitting that Andrew, the first of Christ’s disciples, should have the distinction of coming first in the Church Year.

29. St. Andrew spoke to many people about Christ and his teachings. He gave his life for what he believed in. 
30. Please join us in saying the pray that Jesus taught us…’Our Father.. 

31. We will end our assembly by making the sign of the cross.
