Diwali – Festival of Light

Intro: Realising that light is very important and that to different people light means special things! 

Demo: Turn lights off, and shine torch – Hindus and Sikhs at this time of year light candles and lamps to symbolise good triumphing over evil. Other people across the world also use symbolism of light to mean different things. We’re going to light a candle now and say an opening prayer to symbolise the importance of Jesus as light of the world:

‘’We light this candle as a symbol of God’s perfect gift to us,

Jesus is here, his spirit is with us, Amen.’’ 

Story (could get children to act out): The story of Diwali.

Talk: That story shows us just how powerful the symbol of light is. In Britain we use light to symbolise other festivals too – can anyone think of any!?

- New Years Eve (Fireworks)

- Guy Fawkes Night (Bonfires, Sparklers, fireworks)

- Summer Solstice (celebration of the sun)

- Christingle (in dark winter months, light is a symbol of hope)

You can also have fun with light:

Game: Make a shadow theatre – can children guess the objects placed in the OHP?

PRAY

Song: ‘Shine, Jesus, Shine’’ or ‘’Colours of Day (Light up the fire)’’  
