The Wise Man Returns Home
Props Large size wise man's cloak from children's nativity play, small suitcase. For extra props, see KS2 version
Story

(Put on the cloak. Pretend to open a front door and go in carrying a suitcase) 

Phew - that was a long journey! I'm so glad to be home again. (Sit on chair) 
I am so pleased to be able to sit in my favourite armchair again. But I have never had a more amazing, more wonderful trip in all my life!

(Stand up again) Anyway, the suitcase is a bit lighter now that I have got rid of all that gold. And I can shake the sand out of my shoes! (Mime shaking sand out of shoes) That came from the desert! We didn't go in a straight line right across the desert; we went a longer way round so that we could keep our camels fairly near to the river. It took us weeks and weeks to get there, and it has taken us weeks and weeks to get home. That's why I'm just arriving home now. It is weeks since the baby was born! 

Anyway, it was so well worth it! We saw him, and we gave him our presents. God took us there, and God brought home again. 

Now you may ask me, how it did we know which way God wanted us to go? Well, my job is to study the stars. We make pictures of the stars and count the stars and look out for any different stars. And one night, a few months ago, we saw a very special star. We knew it meant that a new king was to be born. So we packed up some presents and set off to find this King. As I say, we travelled for many days until we reached Jerusalem and we went straight to the Palace. 

We were very wrong in going to Jerusalem. We had just assumed that if he was a king, he would have been born in the Palace. But anyway, we got our next clue there. The clever men at the Palace got out their books and their Scriptures and their scrolls, and they told us what the scrolls said, that the new king would be born in Bethlehem. That was only a few more miles away, so we set off again. And then we saw the star again. It led us right to the place where the little king was. We were so happy to find him. We gave him our presents, and bowed down and worshipped him. 

Then that night the strangest thing happened. We all had exactly the same dream. Each one of us dreamt that God was telling us to go home another way. God told us that we were not to go back to King Herod. So we came home a different way. 

And here I am! Just got home! Nice to sit in my old armchair again. 

I wonder what they will do with all that gold? Perhaps they will use it to escape from King Herod!

Puppet

Lucy
You just have to shake it out, don't you?


Ruth
What?

Lucy
When you get it in, you have to shake it out don't you?

Ruth
What? I still don't know what you are talking about

Lucy
Sand, of course. When you get it in your shoes, you have to shake it out!

Ruth
Yes, you do

Lucy
And you were pretending to be him, weren't you?

Ruth
Who?

Lucy
The wise man, of course! And you went to see him didn't you?

Ruth
Who?

Lucy
Baby Jesus, of course

Ruth
(laughing) Oh yes, that was who the Wise men went to see

Lucy
So, wouldn't it be nice?

Ruth
What? To see baby Jesus?

Lucy
No! If God always showed us which way to go like that. I never know what God wants me to to do 

Ruth
But God shows us what to do in lots of ways!

Lucy
How? They had a star to follow

Ruth
(look upwards) Yes, and we can sometimes see stars too, and they remind us how big God is. Or we might see a beautiful sunset, and we can say "thank you" to God for making things so wonderfully. Or we might see a rainbow, and that reminds us that God has promised to look after the Earth. 

Lucy
There's all kinds of wonderful things in the sky!

Ruth
Then there's another way that God can show us what to do. Do you remember the books and the scrolls? They were part of the Bible. The Bible tells us lots of things like, "Do for others what you want them to do for you"

Lucy
Oh that is like Mrs Do-as-you-would-be-done-by

Ruth
Mrs Who?

Lucy
Mrs Do-as-you-would-be-done-by. She's in a story book.

Ruth
And do you think that all the children can say that name?

Children
Mrs Do-as-you-would-be-done-by

Lucy
And Mrs Do-as-you-would-be-done-by told all the children to do to others the same as they would like to be done to them!

Ruth
Yes, that's just the same as the Bible says!

Lucy
And then God and showed the Wise men another thing too, didn't He?

Ruth
They had a dream didn't they?

Lucy
I never get any dreams like that

Ruth
But God does speak to us in other ways. Oh, do you know what your conscience is?

Lucy
(looks all round) never heard of it. Don't think I've got one.

Ruth
Your conscience is inside you, like a little voice. It says "Yes," when you are going to do something good, and it says "No, you shouldn't do that" when you are going to do something naughty.

Lucy
Oh. (sadly) I have got one of those! I hear it in my head sometimes. It says "No you should not to that", when I'm going to do something bad.

Ruth
So God shows us what to do in lots of ways

Lucy
In lots and lots of ways. I'll have to look at out for them! 

Thinking time

Do you remember how Lucy said, "Wouldn't it be nice if God showed us which way to go!" We talked about three ways we can know what God wants. God has made a beautiful sky to show us what He is like. God has given us books to find out things. And God has given us a conscience, that little voice inside us that talks to us. We can always talk to God, and ask him to help us. He always listens to us, especially to children.
Prayer
Dear God / thank you for making / the sky and the sun / and the moon and the stars. / Thank you for the Bible. / Thank you for showing us / what we should do / Amen
