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Before you Begin

1. Look at the front cover. Find out about the title and author. Write a detailed description of the illustration on the front cover. Look very closely.

2. From the blurb find out where the story is set, the names of the main characters and guess what the problem might be.

3. Write down the ISBN, the name of the illustrator and the publisher.

4. What was the author's inspiration for this book?

5. List as many books as you can by the same author. Use the book to help you.

What to Do Next
As you read each chapter write a few notes in your reading journal. Write down what you think about the events of the story so far and what you have noticed about the characters. Make a prediction about what you think will happen next.

[image: image1.wmf]Chapter 1
1. What are stalactites? (p9) 
2. How did they affect the appearance of the gate?

3. What was strange about the words that Fliss heard in 

      the nightmare? Write them down and explain your thoughts. 

4. Why did Fliss wiggle her feet under the covers? (p12)

[image: image2.wmf]Chapter 2
1.   What day did the trip begin on? (p13)

2.   Explain "Beyond the reach of chairs, tables….". (p13)

3.  What is a "knot of parents?" (p15) 
4.  Why were Fliss' lips caught between her teeth? (p16)

Chapter 3
1. Why were the seats that the teachers were sitting on, "the best seats?"

2. What does "punctuating her words" (p19) mean?

3. Explain "like a man cut down from the whipping post". (p20)

4. Match the characters to their characteristics:-

Fliss
glad to be leaving school


determined


a bit of a bully

Gary Buzzard
shaggy hair


spoilt


plays games

Ellie-May
Felicity


keen to have fun


sulky

Lisa
selfish


has a sister called Shelley

Chapter 4

1. Explain the appearance of speech marks in the middle of the paragraph starting "Fliss looked out…". (p21)

2. [image: image3.wmf]What time of year is the trip taking place? Give two reasons to support your answer.(p22)

3. Why was what Lisa did so unusual? (p24-5)

4. Why did Fliss say "Oh, don't you start." (p25)

5. What does "treeless desolation" mean? (p25) 
Chapter 5

1. What is a "three minute warning?" (p26)

2. What does a "lull in conversation" mean? (p28)

3. Why was the hotel vaguely familiar to Fliss? (p29)

Chapter 6

1. Write out the first paragraph as seven sentences. Add extra words if they are needed.

2. Which version of the paragraph is more effective and why?

3. Draw an accurate picture of the view seen from the bedroom window. (p32)

Chapter 7

1. Only Mrs Evans seemed to know anything about Captain Cook. Do a piece of research writing. Find out about the sort of things that Mrs Evans may have mentioned to the children. What information might you need to include?

[image: image4.wmf]Chapter 8

1. What is the "prow" of a cobble? (p40)

2. What is an "epitaph?" (p41)

3. Give words of a similar meaning to match these from the chapter. Try not to use a thesaurus:- a) descended (p42)     b) weathered (p41)  c) irritably (p40)  d) promenade (p39)  e) quay (p39)  f) ruined (p42)

Chapter 9

1. Explain this in your own words "Phantom lights swam across her field of vision, lazily like shoals of tiny fish. She watched them but they failed to lull her." (p45) 
2. Why did Fliss want to hear some sounds?

3. [image: image5.wmf]What strange thing happened on the way back from the toilet? (p47)

4. What does "She recoiled" mean? (p47)

5. Write down all the words that describe all the sounds that she heard.

Chapter 10

1. Is there any part of this chapter that may have an effect on the rest of the story? If so, which part and why?

2. What proof did Fliss have to back up her story to Lisa?

	[image: image6.wmf]Chapter 11

1. Explain what these mean in your own words:-

a) Gulls wheeled and soared. (p54)

b) A jet, miles high, drew a thin white line across the sky. (p54) 
2. "The whole thing was crazy. Unless - " (p60). What was Fliss thinking about?


Chapter 12

1. What explanations could there be for Ellie-May's condition? (p62)

2. What are the children planning to do in the middle of the night? (p64)

3. [image: image7.wmf]Turn to Chapter 13. Explain exactly what you see and why. Look closely! 
Chapter 14

1. What does "Fliss resolved to ask Mrs Wilkinson about her" mean? (p68)

2. Who do you think the lady might be? 

3. Is she important to the story? 

4. Find the words in the chapter that have the same meaning as:- a) become aware  b) never likely  c) speak quietly  d) looked

5. Look at the illustration on page 73. What do you think is going to happen in this chapter?

Chapter 15

1. What does the author mean by "ten minutes to zero.?"(p73)

2. How does the author alter the style of the writing on page 74?

3. Why were the children not too worried about informing Mr Hepworth?

Chapter 16

1. What was the name of the old lady? (p83)

2. Read from "The teacher's lips twitched" up to "isn't it?" How is Mr Hepworth reacting to Fliss' news?(p87)

3. What was Mr Hepworth's reasoning behind what he thought Fliss saw? (p88)

4. Why did Fliss almost cry out? (p90)

Chapter 17

1. Why does the author write, "Once he'd had a look in there he surely wouldn't need any dragging." (p91)

2. What is meant by "Hallway - Ellie-May - Bed - Dread.  Dead." (p93)

Chapter18

1. What was Mrs Wilkinson's reasoning behind Ellie-May's sickness? (p95)

2. Is there any information in this chapter that gives us more understanding of what has been happening in the house? (p95)

3. What is "ancient masonry?" (p96)

Chapter 19

1. [image: image8.wmf]How do we know that Mr Hepworth had a sense of humour? (p100)

2. What does "ranged far along the tideline" mean? (p103)

3. Look at the gate at the beginning of chapter 20. What do you think might happen in this chapter? (p105)

Chapter 20

1. [image: image9.wmf]What did Sal mean by "The eye that sleeps by day?" (p108)

2. Who were the four children by the steps? 

3. What were they doing? (p109)

Ch

Chapter 21
1. Who tried to wake Ellie-May? (p114)

2. Why did she cup her mouth with her hands? (p114)

3. What did Gary mean when he said, "Here comes the Cavalry.?"

Chapter 22

1. What does "gazing at each other nonplussed," mean? (p119)

2. [image: image10.wmf]Explain "before sleep rolled like a black tide and bore her away." (p119)

Chapter 23

1. Sal didn't give too much away. What did she not say when she said, "I think you know" (p129), "We know better" (p129), and "There's only one way to do that." (p130)

2. How did she explain how she knew everything about the house and Fliss' dreams? (p127-8)

[image: image11.wmf]Chapter24

1. What has Fliss worked out by the end of the chapter? 
2. Are the torch, the stick of rock, a pebble and the kite significant to the outcome of the story? (p138)

Chapter 25

1. STOP READING AT "VAMPIRE SHOULD WAKE." (P140)
2.   What do you think is going to happen now?

3.    Why did Ellie-May seem better that day? 

Chapter 26

1. [image: image12.wmf]Explain "rising and falling on the twin deck in unbroken series." (p144) 
2. Why did the disc jockey look at her feet? (p146)

Chapter 27

1. Would the teachers now believe what the children had seen and done? Think carefully about how the chapter ends before you answer. (p153)

Chapter 28

1. Did the story end as you expected?

2. What did you think were the most exciting parts of the story? Use examples from the text to support your answer.

3. What were the high and low points of the story? List them by referring to the chapters.

4. What was the problem and how was it resolved?

5. What do you think would have happened to the relationship between the main characters as a result of their experience?

6. Which characters were victims or heroes?

7. [image: image13.wmf]How would you feel if you were in Fliss' situation - not able to get any adults to believe your story?

8. Where did the writer's inspiration come from?

9. What do you think really happened on the visit?

10. Would you recommend this book to a friend?

11. Would you read another book by the same author?

12. How does it compare to any other ghost stories that you have read or heard?
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