Shadowmancer – G. P. Taylor
Before you Begin
1. Read the blurb. Write down the names of the main characters.
2. What is the building on the front cover? Where do you think it is?
3. Stick the enlarged map into your reading journal. As you read the story, mark the places mentioned by numbering them in order to show the places visited by Thomas.
4. List the chapter numbers and there titles by creating a contents page. You can use this for reference later. Take care with the spellings. Set it out like this:-
      Chapter 1                  The Dark Storm         p 3
	What to Do as you Read

1. G P Taylor has a very distinct style of writing, using some of the same techniques throughout his stories. One of these is to write sounds like this ‘caw-caw-caw’ (p5). As you read the book, note other examples where he has used this technique and add them to your journal under the heading of ‘Sounds’.

2. Briefly list the features of the ‘boggles, hedge witches, hobs, thulak’ …. Any strange creatures that are mentioned under the heading of ‘Mysterious Creatures’ as you read the book.


	Chapter 1

1. G. P. Taylor is able to draw the reader in by using excellent descriptions of settings which give details about what the characters can hear, smell, feel (both physically and mentally) touch and taste. Can you complete this mind map from pages 3-5. Copy it into your journal.
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	2. Describe in notes, the tall man and the small man introduced in this chapter. What do we know about the relationship between the two of them.  (Tall man – Demurral, small man – Beadle. Beadle is Demurral’s ‘servant’.)
3. From the description on p8, draw the staff and the ‘Keruvim’. (Barn owl size, golden wings folded back, head of a child, eyes purest pearl. Golden staff put into a hole in the rock, wrapped in bands of beaten gold. Black stone hand with a silver dagger.)
4. The ‘Keruvim’ consists of two parts. 1 part Demurral has in his possession, the other ‘part’ is on the ship he has destroyed. How did Demurral know that the other part was close by? (The black hand began to glow p12)
5. Why was is important for Demurral to have both parts? (It will give him the power of God p12)
6. What do you think the second part of the Keruvim will look like? (Open)
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	Chapter 2

1. What colour is the sky now? (Green tinged clouds, sun was blood-red p15)
2. Thomas is introduced in this character. What do we find out about him? (Torn, tattered clothes, not afraid to speak his mind, mother injured in a fire at their cottage, p16-7 now in infirmary, p18, homeless, lives in a hob hole, whooping cough killed his sister at 2 years old, p19, father lost at sea, p17,  Poorly at 5 years old and ‘cured’ by the Hob, p20
3. What does Thomas think of Demurral? (He thinks the whole world belongs to him, he steals 1 tenth of everything, he thinks Demurral has a plan and that it is not one from God, p17, he thinks Demurral is a pig p18)
4. What does Demurral mean when he says ‘It will not be long before darkness gathers in his life?’ (Implied – he has a plan to harm / kill him. Could also be implied that maybe D can predict or see the future)
5. Add the details of the ‘Hob’ under the ‘Strange Creatures’ heading.

6. What has happened to Thomas? (Suggests he has drowned p23)
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	Chapter 3

1. Describe the new character ‘Raphah’. (Young man, deep black skin, long hair, 14 or 20 years – no idea, youthful glow, incredible smile, black coat, white knee-length boots p25, African p27)

2. Who is ‘Riathamus’. (Raphah’s name for God, implied p26-7)

3. What does the title of the book really mean? (A speaker to the dead p29)

4. How did Thomas feel about the strange experience that he had? (Relaxed, peaceful, not threatened. Implied p30)

5. What do we know about Kate? (Kate Colgan, Tom boy, sharp eyes, father a revenue man who patrolled to coasts watching for smugglers, often drunk p35)

6. What do you think ‘They had been brought into this life to help him’ (p36) means? (Implicit and opinion – really to do with Raphah believing that Riathmus had sent them to help him)

7. Who did Demurral ‘believe’ in? (Pyratheon p37)


	Chapter 4

1. Add details about the strange creatures to your list. (Varrigal, descriptions throughout the chapter)
2. Who, did Thomas believe, had sent the creatures? (Demurral p47)
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	Chapter 5

1. What do you think is the most important phrase in the first half of this chapter? (Justify answer. Best answer is -Thomas was dreaming p50)
2. What happened in the dream? (Thomas met God, he promised to take care of him if he asked for help, he was given a sword and told to be strong and brave like a man, Thomas’ name was written in the ‘Book of Life’ and he was told not to fear death p57)
3. What do you think the section about Raphah, Kate and Demurral could be about? (It is a premonition – no evidence)
4. What do we find out about Jacob Crane? (Neat man, dressed in finest clothes, riding boots, rich, carried pistols, smuggler (? - discuss), killer p59-60)


	Chapter 6

1. Add ‘Boggles’ to your list.

2. Create a new mind map showing the 5 senses. Add details that the author included about them at the beginning of this chapter.

3. The author uses as example of personification at the beginning of this chapter. Find the example and explain why it works so well. (The woodedn mill wheel … moaning at the work it had to do – makes it sound human, like the creaking sounds were its voice, complaining. p62)
4. Why didn’t Thomas want to share recent events with Reuben? (He didn’t trust him, boggles could allegedly, take on the appearance of a man – could Reuben be a boggle? p66-7)
5. How did Kate feel about the ‘story’? (She felt embarrassed, she was going to speak first, p67, and probably would have told the truth – later in the chapter she did confide to Isabella)
6. Why was Reuben so worried about other people coming to ‘Boggle Mill’? (They had never had to pay taxes, their kind have been persecuted, blamed for bad weather, cows going dry, poor harvests, etc. They just wanted to be left in peace)
7. What was Reuben and Isabella’s reaction to Kate’s story? (They believed everything and decided to pray for them p76)
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	Chapter 7

1. How did Demurral come to work and live in this town? (He challenged Dagda Sarapuk and won p77-8)

2. Describe the gold-framed mirror on p81. (Raven, 6 feet tall, sharp talons, long wings, green eyes that seemed to follow Raphah, moved? p 81)

3. Do you think that Raphah’s actions were foolish in this chapter? (Yes – it was unlikely that D would give up something of such value just because Raphah asked for it)


	Chapter 8

1. What do you think Demurral has planned for Raphah?
2. Why do you think Mrs Landas and the deaf boy shared a gentle look between them? (p100 – justify answer) 
3. Why, do you think, do the author say that they were unaware that they were being watched? (p100 – the author wanted us to know that Raphah had seen this moment of affection)


	Chapter 9

1. Why was Crane so angry with Kate and Thomas? (Demurral had found Crane’s stash of tea and brandy in the tunnels under his house and wants repayment p105)
2. Why does Crane offer to help? (He wants his goods back and some money p106)
3. Why was Kate so cross with Crane? (He told her that her father helped him with the smuggling and worked for him. Her father had deceived her)
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	Chapter 10

1. Why were the people condemned to working in the mine? (They owed Demurral money so he made them work in the mine. He charged them for board, food and tools and they were never able to repay their debts to him. They were condemned to work there until their death p111)

2. What was Mrs Landas’ ‘party piece? (She held séances and read fortune cards p111)

3. What did Raphah do in return? (‘Cured’ the deaf boy p116-7)

4. Add details to the ‘strange creature’ list. (P118-9 – not named)


	Chapter 11

1. What was Crane intending to do about Thomas and Kate? Was he double crossing them or did he really intend to help them? (Inference)

2. ‘The man who loves his life will lose it and the man who hates his life in this world will keep it for ever’ – what do you think this statement means? (p128 eg If you love life you will lose it when you die and this will be replaced by heaven but if you hate life you will never escape it - discuss)


	Chapter 12

1. Add the ‘Azimuth’ to the strange creatures list.

2. What does Demurral intent to do to Crane? (Kill him – implied p136)


	Chapter 13

1. Add the creature’s name to the list. (The Dunamez p138)
2. How does Raphah change the faith of Skerry, Consitt and Blyth? (By ridding Blyth of the spirit p145)
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	Chapter 14

1. What did Crane suggest was following them from the stone circle? (p155  5 men on the left and 7 on the right)
2. Why did the author say that this was a clumsy attempt to encourage them? (p156 ‘the horses would not have been so frightened’ implies that it wasn’t people at all but something else)
3. Add a description to the ‘Strange Creatures’ list. (p157 the Wiccaman)
4. Why was Thomas’ outbreak of laughter so strange on p158? (He was in great danger so he shouldn’t have been laughing. This was a clue that someone else was making him laugh – maybe Riathamus)
5. Complete this – ‘I never came along for Raphah and what he wants to steal back, I came along because…..’ (p159 she has feelings for Thomas)
6. Why did Kate set a ‘trap’ for the Varrigal? (p160 Because it would stop hunting them, believing it had killed them)


	Chapter 15

1. Describe the second part of the Keruvim. (p166 It is Raphah – implied.)
2. What was Beadle referring to when he said that Barrick’s usually manage to drowned themselves before the age of forty (p171)? (He was referring to Thomas’ father – Barrick was his surname.
3. ‘One snake dragged mankind into hell; maybe three will help him escape into Paradise’ (p174). What do you think Raphah meant by this? (The ‘snake’ refers to Cain killing Abel – saying that he was a ‘snake’. The 3 snakes refer to the 3 by the door. Raphah is trying to think of a way in which they can help them)


8

	Chapter 16

1. Do you think that Crane has double crossed Thomas and Kate? (Opinion – at this point he had not decided what to do. Is this is an act and one that he needed Thomas and Kate to believe in. Now he has got his money will he attempt to ‘rescue’ them?)

2. Who do you think the woman was that Crane met in the woods? (p185 – She was a spirit, a helper to guide and to warn him about the future. She knew things about him that no one could have known)


	Chapter 17

1. We are given clues in this chapter that Demurral may have ‘bitten off more than he can chew. Why? (p193 – Demurral says that as yet, he doesn’t fully understand this force that he is ‘playing’ with.)


	Chapter 18

1. What clues were there in Beadle’s character and the way the author developed him, that meant he was the ideal character to set Thomas, Kate and Raphah free? (He was weak and didn’t know his own mind. He was used to being told what to do and was very easily persuaded and encouraged to believe that he could do better)
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	Chapter 19

1. STOP READING AT …the uncontrollable urge to scream and run – p212 What do you think is going to happen next in the Vicarage? (The raven above the mirror, mentioned in an earlier chapter, comes alive and attacks them. Thomas uses his sword and injures it allowing them to escape) NOW READ ON.

2. Add a new creature to your list. (The Glashan p212-216)

3. Why did the author include the hung body in the story? (p 204 - It made Crane think that he was going to end up like that – with no one to mourn his death and no one to care about him. He realized just how much he was alone)

4. Who is ‘Pyratheon’? (The equivalent of the ‘devil’)
5. What will happen if the two Keruvim are captured? (Pyratheon will control the earth for one thousand years, plagues, earthquakes etc p208)
6. Raphah was cross with Thomas for killing the Glashan, saying that the Great Captivity was over now, allowing Pyratheon to start his take-over. How do we know that Thomas had done the right thing? (p214 – he had a vision from Riathamus who told him what to do to kill the Glashan)


	Chapter 20

1. Create a new mind map showing the 5 senses. Add details that the author included about them at the beginning of this chapter.

2. Why was it a mistake to leave Farrell alive? (Now he has been taken over by the Dunamez but everyone else who sees him will believe it is Farrell p231)


	Chapter 21

1. How do we know that the man they met was more than just a shepherd? (He knew things about them that no one else could have known p236-9)

2. What did he instruct them to do? (To change their plans and go north to a church on top of the hill p239)

3. Where is the church that they are going to? (In Whitby p241)
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	Chapter 22

1. Who, does Demurral say, has the Keruvim now? (Lord Finnesterre at Stregoika Manor p245)
2. What was Raphah doing by the stone wall before entering the house? (Hiding the Keruvim – implied p249)
3. Why were Thomas and Kate so eager to trust Lord Finnesterre?

4. (He had a warm voice p250, his eyes sparkled in the candlelight, the smell of coffee was exciting, intoxicating and invigorating – it made Kate think of far away, much safer, and comfortable places and times, and it beckoned her to come in, he offered them somewhere to get warm and feel cosy and comfortable, she trusted his eyes, he offered them food)
5. What clues are there that all may not be well? (p250 There were no housekeepers or servants in the house, there was warm water, coffee on the stove and food laid out on the table, he offered them coffee which had vapours swirling like vapours rising from a witch’s cauldron, and Raphah refused the drink, believing it had unwanted effects (p253), He said that he’d lit a fire for their arrival, Finnesterre ‘stopped short as if he had said too much, (p254), he took them right to the top of the house, it seems hard to believe that in such a large house, the only bedroom he could offer them was so far away, he told them to ignore any strange noises, blaming them on the owls and foxes outside, Raphah did not sleep – he waited for ‘something’.)


	Chapter 23

1. Why were the explosions so important? ( p260 They woke the children from their sleep then Thomas saw the figures walking towards the stone circle)  

2. What was the clue that both of the Keruvim were near? (p261 The black hand began to glow white hot)
3. Why, do you think, the capture of Kate, Thomas and Raphah would allow Pyratheon to get what he desires? (Because Raphah and the Keruvim – which is supposed to be in his possession, are the key to the power, Thomas and Kate have to be killed because they know too much)
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	Chapter 24

1. Why were they safe in Joab’s house? (p281 he was a man of great valour and had fought the Glashan and the Varrigal before)

2. What was the ‘real’ purpose of the visitor to the house? (p282-4 implied – to inform Thomas about his mother. However it was strange that he knew Thomas but Thomas did not know him. What he had said made Thomas think about his mother – he believed she was about to die.

3. What, do you think, is Thomas doing now? (He is going to use the Keruvim to try to save his mother but this is all a trap)


	Chapter 25

1. How do we know that Thomas is losing his faith? (He wanted to use ‘traditions’ to take his mother’s sins with him – this was a sign of Thomas using magic / witch craft. He was not praying for her, this was testing Thomas’ faith in Riathamus)

2. Where did they go to reach ‘safety’? (p291 The church – the sanctuary by the alter)

3. Why didn’t Pyratheon’s plan work? (p298 This was not the place or the time for the last destruction, also Raphah had to be alive – both parts of the Keruvim had to be together and Pyratheon had killed him)

4. Who do you think Abram really was? (An angel sent by Riathamus to help them – implied p299)

5. What clues are we given that this may not be the end? (p300 – the sea bubbled and boiled, a curtain of fog rolled in from the horizon, the singing of the Seloth could be heard)
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	After Reading

1. Did the story end as you expected?

2. What did you think were the most exciting parts of the story? Use examples from the text to support your answer.

3. What were the high and low points of the story? List them by referring to the chapters.

4. What was the problem and how was it resolved?

5. What do you think would have happened to the relationship between the main characters as a result of their experience?

6. Which characters were victims or heroes?

7. How would you feel if you were in Thomas' situation?

8. What do you think really happened on the visit?

9. Would you recommend this book to a friend?

10. Would you read another book by the same author?

11. How does it compare to any other ghost stories that you have read or heard?
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