The Silver Swan
Front cover

What can you see?

What experiences have you had of swans?

What is the setting?

Describe the likely scenario.

What do you know about the author?

Why use the word ‘silver?’

Back cover

What does the language tell you?

Is there any unfamiliar language used?

P 1

Read the poem and discuss it.

Do swans make a noise?

Why start a book like this, with a poem written by someone else?

What clues does this page give you about the story?

P 2 – 3

Where did she come from?

Why is she on her own?

What mood is the swan in?
What time of day is it? How can you tell?

How would it make you feel to be presented with this swan?

Who is narrating?

What do you know about the narrator straight away?

How does it make you feel?

Have you ever been mesmerised by an animal? 

P 3 – 4

Can the illustrations tell you why he was there?

What time of year is this?

Why ‘my?’

Why does he feel the swan is his?  

How did he know not to frighten her?

What would frighten her?

How did he know she was waiting?

Do birds remember?

Why ‘dared’ to feed her by hand?

What do you think he said to her?

What do these words mean? – cruising, alders, disdainfully?

What did she feel like?

How would he feel being able to stroke her neck?

P 4 – 5

What is a cob?

How would they show love?

Why did the author use ‘as one?’

Why did she stop going to see the boy?

Why did he still go to the loch?

P 5 – 6

The first sentence says ‘Things were happening.’  What things were happening?

Why were they doing these things?

Why are their reflections with them?

What do you think a knoll is?

How did they show their dissatisfaction?

What does tactfully mean?  Are there other words the author could have used?

P 5 - 6

‘her cob’ suggests what?

Consider how they treat each other; discuss your feelings and ideas.

What does enthroned mean?  Why do you think the author used this word?

Why was he patrolling?

P 7 – 8

Have you ever heard a fox’s cry?  Describe it if you have.

How was he able to recognise their footprints?

When is dusk?

‘On guard’ from?

Why ‘unsmelt?’

What does ‘rangy’ mean?

Why won’t they survive?

P 8- 9

Discuss the wording ‘I thought little more.’
Why did they need to share duties?

Predict how many eggs.

What do you think the book is suggesting will happen?

‘it happened’ what is he waiting for?

Would you be allowed to go alone, why not?

Why couldn’t he see the island?

What do you understand by the word ‘limpid?’

Why is aarking in italics?  What does it mean?

P 10 – 11

Did he go home?

When and why did he go?

Why is the sun described as pale?

Why did the author choose to use the word ‘scanned?’

What are cygnets?

Why use the word ‘parading?’

‘In their wake.’  What does this mean?

P 12 – 13

How would they manage?

Describe how they kept it clear of ice.

What do they have to eat?

What do we call the weaker member of a litter?

‘Just in case.’ Why did the author write this?

Why did the boy begin to run?

What may the fox have done?

P 14 – 15

Have you seen a swan like this?

Why might screaming work?

Should the boy have gone on the ice?

How should this be read?

Why do you think the fox released his prey?

P 16 – 17
How would this change her life?

What could the boy do?

Why did the author describe the cob’s landing as ‘awkwardly?’

What does the boy want to murder and why?

Is it fair to kill the fox – was he being mean feeling this way?

What do you understand by the word ‘vigil?’

P 18 – 19

How does this page make you feel?

How would her voice sound?

P 20 – 21

Where do you think she is?

Can you see the good in this sad event?

What emotions do you think the boy was feeling and why?

P 22 – 23

Why are there fewer cygnets there?
What happened to the runt?

Why do you think the cob would bring the cygnets to see the boy?

P 24- 25

Why do you think he stayed on the same spot?

Why did the boy feel he had to be there?

What do you think is going to happen?

Is this a good thing?

What has the female prevented?

P 26 – 27

What is the time period in the book?

What do you think this experience has taught the boy?

Why does the author use the phrase ‘I always will?’

