The Story of the Amulet

Chapter One – The Psammead
What scene is set in the chapter?

Who is the Psammead?

What unhappy events ruined their summer?

How does the author involve herself and you in the story?

Who is the leader of the 4 children? How do you know?

Draw a picture of the Nanny’s living room from the description in the chapter.

What sort of shops did they go past?

What pets were sold in the shops?

What did they think the dogs in the shop were saying?

What is so special about the Psammead?

So how did Anthea’s wish come true?

What doesn’t the Psammead like and what does he like?

Write a list of vocabulary that clearly shows that the book was written in the past.

Chapter Two – The Half Amulet

Why did the Psammead reappear to the children? And how come the Nanny never noticed him?

How did the Psammead know what Anthea was thinking?

What sort of character does the Psammead have?

Discuss why London is called the Modern Babylon?

How did it give wishes?

Look at Cyril’s speech about the trouble they always got into, p32, and discuss and translate the slang.

Why, if they always got into trouble before, do they so want to find the charm that the Psammead mentioned?

Draw the shop window and its contents.

What sort of shop is it?

What was the ‘arky’-something that Cyril didn’t know about?

How do you think the children would have felt that summer without finding the Psammead?

What would you hope the Amulet could do? In school? In the country? In the world?

Why weren’t they very enthusiastic about the Amulet when the Psammead was explaining about it? What did he make it sound like?

What language do you think is written on the Amulet?

‘Bind him with chains of honour and upright dealing’, what does it mean?

Chapter Three – The Past

What sort of person is the ‘poor learned gentleman’?

Do you think the gentleman was used to children?

How does Anthea behave towards the gentleman?

Why does the author talk to the reader about not trying to do it themselves (saying the magic word)? P43

What sort of magic belongs with the Amulet?

How does the Amulet say that they can find the other half if it says it’s ground to dust?

What happened to the Amulet? P47

How might they remain in the past forever?

Chapter Four – Eight Thousand Years Ago

What does the author mean by, ‘it’s no use to pretend the children did not feel a great deal of agitation at the thought of going through the charm into the past’?

Why didn’t any of them say, ‘Don’t Let’s’?

Would you dare to go through the arch?

How do you know that the children being in Egypt is truly magical (the fact that they can speak/hear what the natives are saying)?

Explain about the ‘great’ British Empire and why they are talking about the Anglo-Saxons and the ‘conquering race’.

What does the chapter tell you about Egypt, the place where they’ve gone to?

Chapter Five – The Fight in the Village

How do the characters react to the danger of attack?

‘They are as many as the sands of the desert’? Discuss

What did you think of Roberts use of the capgun?

‘Garotters’?

Would you be able to trust the Psammead if you were in that situation?

How rounded do you think the children’s characters are? Proof?

What do you know of their emotions? Discuss ‘stiff upper lip’.

Chapter Six – The Way to Babylon

Antimacassar?

Why were they tea-traying down the stairs (not the same variety of toys as today, feeling all at odds because of the weather, not being in the mood to concentrate on anything).

Why does the author refer back to the events of the previous chapter when it had only just happened (publishing as a serial)?

Why were they so reluctant to talk about the Amulet? (feeling a bit apprehensive after the events in Egypt)

Why did Cyril in the end refer to it? (didn’t want to seem to be a chicken)

How sexist is the book? (girls are expected to be more scared/nervous)

Why did they all react so nastily to Jane’s outburst? (they all felt the same but was not going to admit it)

Why does the author let the ‘learned gentleman’ drone on with all that information? (books of that period were expected to have some moral and educative purpose)

How good a picture does the author give of what was through the Amulet? Of Babylon? Of the palace?

What class of child do you think this author was writing for?

How could the children always understand the people wherever they went?

Why did the guard call Babylon a ‘village’ (deprecating)?

‘Oh how I wish I had time to tell you all that they saw’ – Why does the author do this? (makes you want to read on, makes you imagine more)

‘Don’t be a little muff’? (Woos, chicken, use of slang from that age)

Chapter Seven – ‘The Deepest Dungeon below the Castle Moat’

How does the Queen talk?

Why is there confusion between the Queen and Anthea over their conversation? (words that have more than one meaning)

‘A bit flighty’?

What is the Queen’s version of justice like? (very personal, not an objective approach)

What would happen to the taster if there was poison in the food?

What’s the Queen’s attitude to foreigners? (very insular)

So what kind of music did the Babylonians play? (discordant)

‘He’ll tickle them up’? (definitely something nasty!)

Why did they agree not to tell Jane what had gone on? (didn’t want to frighten her, put her off going through the Amulet again)

Chapter Eight – The Queen in London

Look at the speech of the costermongers.

How does the Queen view London and London life?

Why is the Psammead so worried about the Queen being in London?

Discuss the author’s representation of Jews.

Chapter Nine – Atlantis

What is the ‘learned gentleman’s’ problem? (thinks he’s going round the twist, something psychic is going on)

Do you know the feeling when you are learning something and you just come to a stop because you can’t fit anymore in? Like the ‘learned gentleman’?

Discuss Atlantis.

Discuss the contents of this chapter (very little action or story and nearly all description, could reduce the actual action in this chapter to a couple of sentences)

Why is the ‘learned gentleman’ so calm about it all?

Why does the Psammead never intend to go into the past with an adult again? (stay around too long, do what they want to do)

Chapter Ten – The Little Black Girl and Julius Caesar

Why was everyone in a breathless state? (mega events going on around them)

Why is the learned gentleman so sure it was only a dream? (couldn’t conceive of it being true, goes so against nature)

What was the problem of taking the Psammead out? (too many strangers who might wish for something inadvertently)

How many of the places to visit are still able to be visited in London today? (all of them)

Discuss the Workhouse and the little girl as one of the poor.

Why don’t they decide to ask Nurse? (‘cos she is part of the establishment, would go ‘Uggh’ and chuck her out or send for the police)

Who spoilt it for the children just as they thought it would end happily? (the learned gentleman wished to see J Caesar)

What does Anthea ask Caesar? How might it change the course of history? (not to invade Britain) 

How did it backfire? (what the children said about inventions etc made Caesar change his mind and decide to invade)

How clever was J Caesar? (very, he turned Jane and the LG inside out with his questions)

So, who perverted the course of history in the end? (Jane by telling Caesar about everything that was to be)

Chapter Eleven – Before Pharaoh

Why does the author talk to you, the reader, at the beginning? Why about something so mundane? (to get you on her side, to draw you in, to make you part of the story as it were, to make it look like she knows how children tick)

What was Anthea’s problem, sitting by the bath crying? (desperately wanted/missed her mother, had enough of being mother herself)

Why? (having seen Imogen and her new mum so happy and cuddly together)

Discuss what missionaries do (where Cyril talks to Anthea about missionaries)

Compare the little things that the children collected with the little things that the group would collect. How much are they different and why?

What did Robert say when he heard the speaker? (he’d heard it before in Hyde Park)

Discuss the beginning of Communism and the rights of the working classes then.

How are the people in Ancient Egypt represented? (like the people of the period when the book was written, no attempt to make them too historically accurate) 

Why are they drawn as contemporary characters? (to help the reader understand what was going on, to make the picture more vivid, easily readable)

Discuss what the languid lady says about the working-class – put it in its proper perspective, that lots of people didn’t think of them as human even, or deserving thought)

How were the people in the market buying things? (by bartering, exchanging items for other items, this is historically accurate)

What did you think about Cyril using the match to impress the priest? (not really the done thing, taking advantage of all the history that has gone by, knowing that the priest could not match it)

Why did Rekh-mara really take them to the Pharaoh? (to use to be pardoned for whatever he did wrong)

Why did Jane want to go to Egypt? (to play ball and have fun)

How did coins first come to be used in Egypt? (through Anthea giving the guard twopence)

Chapter Twelve – The Sorry-Present and the Expelled Little Boy

What was Cyril’s new way of finding where the amulet was? (by going into the future they would know where they had found it)

Why do you think the people in the future were so calm and unworried (perhaps something to do with the Amulet being joined up together)

How different is the author’s view of the future and reality? (her view has much less pollution and is environmentally friendly)

What do you think of the idea of a child-friendly room (padded)?

Discuss the political leanings of the author. What are her views of how people should live and be treated? (very socialist views)

What was the problem with going into the future, what did the children find out? (that people are mortal – Nurse dying, that they would be grown-up themselves one day)

Chapter Thirteen – The Shipwreck on the Tin Islands

Why did the boys enjoy themselves in the harbour much more than the girls? (sexual stereotyping – the boys would be more interested in the ships and technology than the girls)

‘I wish I could tell you all about that factory, but I haven’t time’– why does the author keep doing this? (gives the idea that there is much more depth to the story and the book; hints that she knows all about it but the story is so exciting that she can’t get around to it)

‘It was like a garden’ – discuss author’s knowledge of flowers, is she a gardener? (probably)

‘I do like being a slave’ says Jane. Why is she so naïve? (has no idea of how badly you could be treated, and it was only the beginning of their life as slaves)

Chapter Fourteen – The Heart’s Desire

P273 ‘Confederates!’ said the man? (accomplices, people planted in the audience to create illusions)

‘A counsel rather long and earnest’? (standing there discussing it over and over again, what to do and how)

What is a box-room? (like an attic, a room in the eaves)

‘A base deceiver’ (someone who is a crook, says one thing and then does another, who has no goodness, but wickedness)

‘He only rubbed them for ten seconds.’ What does that imply? (that time stood still at home while it seemed longer for those who went through the amulet)

What happened with the learned gentleman and the priest? (they became one with the help of the amulet)

What was the centipede? (the evil in the priest’s soul)

Where did the Psammead go at the end? (to the Baalbek temple)

What was the only thing he ever really cared for? (sand!)

