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Where did Great Aunt Laura live?

How old was she?

What does “we sang the hymns lustily” make you think of?

What did the author mean by “one mouthful and I was a child again”?

Why has the author used repetition of the word same when describing the room?

What do you think Zanzibar is?

Why did Great Aunt Laura leave the diary to Michael?

What do you think the story will be about?

Do you think this is true story? Why?
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January 20th 

What year is it?

How old was Laura Perryman on the 20th January?

Who did Laura want to be like?

Why is Laura’s father pleased with her?

How did Laura know the ship as a schooner?

What does it mean to be “dead in the water”?

What did Laura use to see the chief climbing the ladder?

Why was there a race to get to the schooner?

Why did Laura want her father to be kinder to Billy?

February 12th
What missed the hen house by a whisker?

What does it mean to miss something by a whisker?

Why doesn’t Laura believe Granny May when she says “Something’ll turn up”?

What does it mean to “button your lip”?

“Father is like a squall…” What does this mean?
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February 14th 

What happened to Molly and her calf?

Why did Laura think that father would be angry?

Describe Joseph Hannibal.

Why was everyone listening to Joseph Hannibal?

How was Laura trying to stay awake?

Why was she trying to stay awake?

February 15th
Why did Laura think this was the worst day of her life?

Why did Laura get angry with Billy?

What do you think father meant when he said he would “strap him if he didn’t hold his tongue”?

Why do you think Billy left?

Why did Laura think she wouldn’t see Billy again?

How do we know that mother was upset?
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July 21st
Why do you think there is such a long gap between entries?

July 30th
How would you describe Laura’s feelings now?

July 31st
When did Laura ask her father about the gig? Why did she wait until then?

Why were father’s eyes filled with tears?

Why did Laura say it wasn’t father’s fault?

August 23rd 

Why are the cows so important to the family?

Why would a wreck help the family?
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Why did they fetch Granny May?

What does “Mother paid her no heed” mean?

Why did Laura miss Billy so much during the storm?

September 7th
What was the result of the storm?

Why did no one told Granny May about her house?

What made mother put her arms around father?

September 8th
What did Laura find and where?

Why was she down there?

Describe the turtle.

Why were the gulls silent?

Why did she keep her hand away from the turtle’s mouth?

Why do you think Laura was so determined to help the turtle?

Why did Laura stop writing?

Why didn’t Laura want to tell father what she had been doing?

“The Wreck of the Zanzibar”

by Michael Morpurgo

September 9th
What did Laura do to help the turtle return to the sea?

What would the islanders do if they found the turtle?

Who appeared on the beach with Laura?

What did she suggest giving to the turtle?

How did Laura know that Granny May knew about her house?

What did the turtle eventually eat?

What does “cavorting” mean?

Why didn’t they tell anyone about the turtle?
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October 25th
Why wouldn’t Laura tell father what she thought was the truth about Billy leaving?

What did it mean when no one spoke?

Why did Laura think her father was proud of her?

November 1st
What do you think is the general feeling in the house?

November 30th
What made father decide that they were leaving?

Why do you think Granny May wanted to stay?

What were Laura and her mother worried about?

Why does Laura want to leave?

Why does Laura feel angry?

December 6th
Why hasn’t the family left yet?

Why do you think Mother wants to stay?

How does Laura describe Mother?

Why does Laura think that Billy might be dead?
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December 8th
Why does Laura think Granny May isn’t eating?

Why do you think she is still thinking about the turtle?

How do you think the family are feeling?

December 9th
What did Laura see when she was looking for limpets?

Why was there excitement at the wreck?

Why didn’t the chief want to give up?

Why did Laura stay with the crew?

What happened to father?

How was Laura feeling when she was rowing?

Why did the chief say “pull for your children, pull for your wives”?

Who did Laura pull for?

Who ran towards Laura on the beach?

What was the ship called?

Where was the ship heading for?

How did the family react to Billy’ return?
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December 10th
Where was father going when Laura came downstairs?

How do you think he was feeling?

Why wouldn’t mother let Laura go to the wreck?

What had the gig brought aback from the Zanzibar?

What else did they bring back from the wreck?

How did Granny May go to see the wreck?

Why was Billy on the Zanzibar and not the General Lee?

December 24th
Why did Laura’s family have the cows?

What does Granny May think brought the Zanzibar to Scilly? Why?

Why do you think Laura liked hearing Billy’s stories again and again?
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December 25th
What was washed up on the beach?

What happened to it?

Who did Laura leave Zanzibar too?

Why?

Marzipan

Why do you think this last section was included in the book?

