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I Was a Rat! Or the Scarlet Slippers – Philip Pullman
p5 – Why is it presented as a newspaper?

What’s the effect of the sub-headings?

p7 – What does a cobbler do?

p8 – What would you think if this happened to you?

P9 – Does this remind you of a fairy tale?

p10 – Why might he have dirty hands?


How do his actions suggest he was a rat?

p12 – What is he implying about his family?


What does his accent tell us?

p13 – What do you think the couple are thinking?

p14 – Why is Bob making all these suggestions?

p15 – Why are his sheets shredded?

p16 – Why are some words in italics?
p17 – What did Roger want to do?

What’s a ‘privy?’

p18 – Why does Roger cry?


How do you think he feels about all these new ways?

p19 – What do you think City Hall will say?

p21 – Why does Roger fall in love with the pencils?

p22 – Why does Roger look guilty?

p23 – What is so confusing for Roger?


Explain the misunderstanding of ‘patience.’

p25 – List all the reasons why the couple walk away from the orphanage.

p27 – Explain what is meant by a ‘cold look.’

Why does the sergeant do this?

p28 – Why doesn’t the sergeant want to help?

p29 – how does the word ‘patient’ confuse Roger?

p31 – Why does Joan sit up sharply?

p32 – What’s the tone of the article?


What’s the effect of the question marks?

p33 – Why does Roger shred the bed things?

p34 – Why does Roger feel uncomfortable?

p35 – Why does he think pencils are called ‘arithmetic?’

p36 – Why are the children unkind?

p37 – What makes Roger keep biting?

p38 – How does Roger make mistakes with the Head?

p39 – Why didn’t children shout out when caned?

p41 – Why was it a mistake to go under the cheese stall?

p43 – How do you think Bob feels?


How does the word ‘head’ confuse Roger?

p45 – Do you think the cane was a good thing? Why?

p50 – Do you think the philosopher wants what is best for Roger?

p54 – Why do you think he calls her Mary Jane, not Aurelia?

p57 – Why does the cat chase him?

p61 – Should Roger have gone with the man?

p65 – What’s the effect of repeating ‘you?’

p67 – Why does he want him painted ferocious?

p68 – What does ‘nauseated’ mean?

p72 – Why is Charlie having trouble?

p79 – What is so confusing for Roger?

p83 – Why does he remember these words?

p84 – Why does Roger admire this boy?
p85 – why do you think Billy needs a wriggler?

p87 – Why is he scaring Roger?

p88 – How does Billy have a hold over Roger?

p90 – Do you think they really like Roger?

p92 – Why is ‘owners’ in italics?

p94 – What significance does ‘our little boy’ have?

p97 – How did Billy get the clothes?


Why isn’t he straight with Roger?

p98 – Why is Billy building Roger up?

p100 – Do you think Roger likes being in this gang? Why?

p103 – Why are the boys worried when Roger shouts?


Why isn’t Billy worried?

p107 – why is bad that Roger uses Billy’s name?

p111 – Why are there these advertisements?

p117 – Why do they exaggerate what they see?

p119 – Why is the article far from the truth?

p121 – How does the paper show that it wants the monster destroyed?
p123 – Why did the government like this story?

p125 – Why doesn’t the assistant stop the tests if he thinks he’s human?

p129 – Why do they decide to let the ‘law’ decide the monster’s fate?

p142 – What’s a ‘gavel?’

p143 – How do we know Bob is uncomfortable/annoyed at Mr Tapscrew being a witness?

p145 – How does Tapscrew bend the truth?

p148 – Explain the phrase ‘coming out of the woodwork.’

p159 – What emotion is implied by ‘going pale?’


Why does the Princess sit up sharply?

p166 – What 2 things imply how nervous the secretary is?


Who do you think changed him into a boy?

