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1. Look carefully at the book cover, what do you think this book is going to be about?  What kind of story do you expect it to be (i.e. crime, fantasy, sci-fi)?  Why do you think this?

2. After reading the first few pages, how do you think you would feel if you were Parvana?  It might sound fun, not to go to school, but think hard! (AF1)
3. Imagine not being able to read or write.  How would you feel? (AF6)
4. After reading page 12, why do you think the author has mentioned everything that the family used to have?  Aren’t those things normal things to have?  Why/why not? (AF7)
5. After reading page 14, put yourself in Parvana’s shoes.  How would you feel if you had lived in a war zone your entire life?  Write a diary entry to reflect your day as Parvana. (AF3)
6. How does Parvana feel about having to get the water all the time?  What words in the book support your answer? (AF2)
7. After reading page 26, write Parvana’s name in the middle of your page.  Now, write down everyone that Parvana knows, if they have a close relationship, write their name close to Parvana’s, if they don’t have a close relationship, write their name far away from Parvana’s. (AF3)
8. Read pages 30-33 again.  Imagine you are Parvana.  Write a recount of what happened the night the soldiers came.  Think very carefully about the descriptive language you are going to use. (AF2)
9. Before reading Chapter 3, thought shower some ideas.  With their father gone, what will Parvana’s family do for money now? 
10. Why did Nooria give Parvana a hug before she left to go to the prison?  Why do you think the author described that as unusual? (AF3)
11. From what you have read so far, can you comment on what the text is about? (AF4)
12. How has the writer made this story sound real?  Comment specifically on the language that the writer has used. (AF5)
13. Draw a picture of Parvana in the middle of your page.  Now, around the outside, write all the words that you think describe her. (AF3)
14. What do you think about the family’s idea of turning Parvana into a boy?  Do you think this is the most sensible solution to the problem?

15. Read pages 77-79 again.  Choose either the Talib soldier or Parvana and write a few sentences about how you feel as the letter is being read aloud.  Don’t forget to mention which character you’ve chosen! (AF3)
16. What do you think the ‘flicker’ mentioned on page 82 could be?

17. Think about the relationship Parvana has with her family.  Are there any similarities in the relationship you have with your family?  If not, what are the differences? (AF7)
18. Why do you think things keep appearing on Parvana’s blanket? 
19. Before reading Chapter 10, come up with a few ideas of what Shauzia might have whispered to Parvana.

20. What does Parvana think of Shauzia’s idea?  What evidence from the book supports your answer? (AF2)
21. If you were in Parvana’s position, would you dig up bones?  Why/why not? 
22. Why do you think the lady in the window continues to throw things down to Parvana?
23. Read to the bottom of page 119.  Do you really think it’s a football game?

24. How do you feel about what you have just read in Chapter 11?  How has the author’s writing made you feel? (AF6)
25. Go and get an atlas.  Find Afghanistan and France on the map.  What countries will Shauzia have to travel through to get to France?

26. Do you think Parvana should go with Shauzia?  Why/why not?
27. Do you think you could get married without having met the person you’re going to marry? (AF7)
28. Look at your answer for question 7.  There are more characters now and things have changed.  Make a new version of question 7 in your books, think carefully about all the people that Parvana knows.  Even the ones without names. (AF3)
29. Imagine you are Parvana.  Write down everything you feel when you find out that Mazar-e-Sharif has been taken by the Taliban. (AF1)
30. Do you think Parvana and Shauzia will meet again in 20 years time?
31. Write a detailed book review.  It should include:

· Why you liked/disliked the book;

· Some information about the main character;

· Information about the plot of the story;

· Comments on the type of language that has been used

· Relationships between characters;

· And, finally, would you recommend this book to a friend?  Why/why not? (AF6+1+5)
