Guided Reading Activities

The Runner by Keith Gray

Chapter 1 – The Monster Intercity

1. The writer gives the message that Jason is nervous right from the beginning of the story.  Can you find 3 different examples which show Jason is feeling nervous as he boards the train?  See if you can find the 3 examples across 3 different pages.

2. The writer chose to write the time 9:27, 9:28, 9:29 in the first chapter.  Why do you think he chose to mention the exact time?

3. The writer uses a simile right at the end of the chapter.  Why did he choose to say this, rather than just stating that Jason was nervous?

Chapter 2 – No turning back?

1. There are a lot of questions throughout this chapter.  What do you think this tells you about the character, Jason, and how he is feeling?

2. Even though Jason is running away because of his parents what clue is there on page 17 that his mother does care for him?

3. It is obvious Jason has had enough of his parents’ arguments but why do you think Jason has decided to run away and what do you think he hopes it will achieve?
Chapter 3 – Meeting Jam

1. Give 3 facts you know about the boy who Jason meets outside the toilet cubicle and two opinions which you have made about him from the description in this chapter.

2. How do you know that this boy has been running away for a long time?

3. Do you think that these two characters are the same or quite different?  How?

Chapter 4 – Sheffield and Beyond
1. On page 38 it describes the view outside the carriage and the writer describes the weather.  Why might the writer have chosen to describe the weather at this point?

2. Do you think that Jason wants to be running away?  Explain your answer as fully as you can.

Chapter 5 – Stealing Breakfast
1. On page 47 it describes Jason as “sneaking along almost theatrically”.  What do you imagine Jason doing when you read this sentence?  Use a dictionary to look up the word to help you understand if you need to.

2. Find three facts in the chapter that show you that Jason has good morals (knows the difference between right and wrong) and tries to make the right choices, and doesn’t like doing things he shouldn’t.

Chapter 6 – On the Run

1. When Jam suggests that he will show Jason how to steal from the buffet to get a drink we know he doesn’t want to do that.  Why do you think he shrugs?
2. On page 53 Jam says that Jason doesn’t look the type to be running away.  How do you think he can tell by looking at him that this is something unusual for Jason to be doing?

3. On page 64/65 the writer describes Burke.  How does the writer use description to make him sound scary, without just stating that fact?

Chapter 7 – The Game

1. When Jam talks about other runner’s and the way it’s better to be on your own than have to put up with arguments what do you think he meant?

2. When Jam’s mum finds him the writer describes her appearance in detail.  What does it make you think she is like and why?

3. What do you imagine Jam’s life to be like and what makes you think that?

Chapter 8 – End of the Line

1. At the bottom of page 85 it says that Jason shivered as he looked at his feet.  I don’t think the writer wrote this just to show it was cold, why else might he have said that he shivered?

2. On page 86 when Jason thought that the boy “had still been trying to escape” what do you think he meant by that?

3. Why do you think Jason realised at the end that his parents’ arguments weren’t that bad after all?

I hope you enjoyed that book.  Now write a book review.

