Mary Slessor

Mary was born on the 2nd of December 1848 in Gilcomston, near Aberdeen.  She was the second of 7 children, or which only 4 made it to adulthood.  Her father was from Buchan and a shoemaker.  Her mother was from Oldmeldrum and was keen on missionary work in Nigeria.

Mark on the map where Oldmeldrum, Buchan, Aberdeen and Dundee are.  
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In 1859, the family moved to Dundee.  Her father was unable to continue working.  Her mother was determined that her children would have an education, so Mary spent half her time at school, and half her time working for the local mill.  This was very hard work, with long hours, from 5am doing housework, and then from 6am till 6pm with just an hour for lunch and breakfast.

Write out the rough times that you do your activities during the day.
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When she grew up she volunteered to become a teacher with the Church.  She was a very strong minded woman, and stood against a gang who where swinging a pole in her face, until they cracked and she got them to join her Sunday School class.  This was to stand her in good stead as she faced many other difficulties in her life.
How would you have dealt with this situation?  Do you believe Mary did the right thing?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Mary set sail on the SS Ethiopia on the 5th of August 1876 and arrived in West Africa just over a month later.  How old was Mary? ____________

The slave trade, which had made African society very disrupted, was crumbling and Mary was about to witness one of the most turbulent periods of history.  Human sacrifice was a regular occurrence following the death of someone important in the villages, as was the ritual murder of twins.  Mary thought this was terrible, and managed to stop this superstition.

Find out what sacrifice means: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Aggressive natives and Wild animals were a great hazard to missionaries in Africa, as was disease.  Mary introduced vaccines against some of these diseases as they were discovered, particularly small pox, but for many it was too late.  She set up hospitals, saw roads being built, saw motor vehicles introduced and constantly asked the Mission Board in Scotland to help her with her work.  More missionaries came out, and Mary was able to move further into Nigeria to help others.
Find out about small pox: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Mary lived through many illness and hardships, but eventually they took their toll and from a woman who would walk all night through the rainforests, she eventually had to travel on a cart.  She died of a fever on 13th of January 1915.  In Nigeria, there is an imposing cross made from Scottish granite to remember her.  Queen Elizabeth II made a pilgrimage to her graveside in 1953.  She is also still remembered in Dundee.

What do you think about Mary?  Can you find a picture of her grave on the internet?
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