Sharing Assembly
The Vikings
Dr Who
Good morning ___________!  My name is Dr Who and I am about to go on an important journey.  I need to gather information about some people called the Vikings.  Would you like to join me?  (Pause) Right, controls... (pretends to flip switches) Year 2013?! (scratches head, pretends to turn a dial)... the year 700!  Let’s go!
Sound effect – Dr Who theme tune

Dr Who jumps.  He lands wobbly and finding his feet as if he has just landed the tardis.  Three Vikings are now sitting on stage mixing ingredients together in a bowl.

Dr Who 
Hello, can you help me?  I’m hoping to found out about The Vikings

Viking 1
Well, that’s us!  But you’d better be quick, we’re about to set sail for far away lands.

Viking 2
Yes, we’re running out of food fast and need to find new homes for our families
Viking 3

And better fields to grow our crops!

Dr Who

I see, and what are you making?

Viking 1
These are oatcakes which will be a good source of energy for our long journey across the sea...
Actors on stage freeze, Narrator 1 stands up at the front of the stage, 
PowerPoint shows class making oatcakes!
Narrator 1
The Vikings would mix together one pound of flour, 8 ounces of oats... 
Narrator 2

A tablespoon of vegetable oil
Narrator 3

And water to mix it all together
Narrator 4
Then, they would heat the oatcakes using hot flat rocks on an open fire
Actors unfreeze

Dr Who

It would be much easier to zap those in a microwave

Viking 2

In a what?

Dr Who

Nevermind! 

Viking 3 hands Dr Who an oatcake to try
Dr Who
(Trying to sound convincing!) Mmm?? Delicious?? (Turns and mimes spitting it out)

Viking 1
Well we haven’t added the honey yet (mimes dribbling some on top of an oatcake). Now try it...

Dr Who

Mmm, now that really is yummy!

Yelling from off stage
Yarl


IN THE BOATS!! PREPARE TO SET SAIL!!

Viking 2

Oo, we need to be quick that’s the Yarl...

Dr Who

What’s a Yarl?

Viking 3

He’s our captain

Yarl enters through side door and arrives on stage

Yarl
What are you doing sitting about?  Prepare to set sail I say!

Cooks put their bowls, etc aside.  Viking Sailors join them on stage and form the Long Boat shape.  They mime the rowing action following Yarl’s mimed instructions.

SONG – One Way or Another, Vikings are gonna getcha, getcha, getcha!
Narrator 5
The Vikings travelled in Long Boats from Norway, Sweden and Denmark
Dr Who
(Coming over to Narrator 5) Nowadays, we call that Scandinavia don’t you know?!

Narrator 5
(Looking unimpressed by the interruption!) Yes, along with Finland, those countries are now known as Scandinavia

Narrator 6
In 793 Vikings attacked the Christian monastery at Lindisfarne in Northumbria
Narrator 7
They were an easy target because the monks in the monasteries had no weapons

Monks 1, 2 & 3 walk on stage, hands in praying position looking peaceful.

They look up and register the Vikings in the boat and look panicked!

Narrator 8
Also, the monks had food, drink, clothes, cattle and tools

Narrator 9
And treasures such as gold and jewels  

Viking  1

That’s just far too tempting for us greedy Vikings!
Viking 1 is the first Viking to jump out of the boat, and raise his sword at the monks.  **Sound effect of battle scene**  Monks run off stage and through the door followed by some of the Vikings who return to their seats using the other door, rest of Vikings return to their seats

Vikings 1, 2 & 3 remain on stage with Dr Who

Dr Who

So, what do we do now?

Viking 2

EAT!

The four of them mime eating and rubbing their bellies in satisfaction
Narrator 1

The Vikings settled in Britain until 1066

Narrator 2

They built houses out of wooden timber frames 

Vikings 1, 2 & 3 give tools to Dr Who, they mime building houses
Narrator 3
Most Vikings were farmers.  They used manure from the animals to keep the soil fertile for growing crops

Dr Who holds his nose in disgust!

Dr Who

(Dancing on the spot) So, erm, where is the loo?
Viking 1

The what?

Dr Who

(Still dancing) I need to, erm...

Viking 1

Oh, you have to use that (pointing off stage)

Dr Who

But that’s just a hole!

Narrator 4 

There were no bathrooms in Viking homes

Narrator 5
Instead of toilets, people used cess pits which were simply holes dug into the ground for waste

Dr Who
Tha.. Tha.. Thats’s fine, I can wait!  Now, where do I sleep?

Viking 2
Well, there’s only one bedroom!

Narrator 6
In Viking homes, there was only one bedroom for the whole family to share.  Unless you were very, very rich!

Dr Who
Right, and what about work in the morning?  Shall I pick you up at 8:30 for school?
Viking 3
For what?
Viking 1
No, we get up at sun rise to start work in the fields.  Remember to wrap up warm! 

Narrator 7
Viking children did not go to school. They helped their parents at work
Narrator 8
They also learned about Viking history, religion and law

Narrator 9
But from spoken stories not from books!

Dr Who 
Well, I think it’s nearly time for me to get going.  You’ve given me a lot of information

Viking 1
Before you go, would you like to hear one of the spoken stories?

Dr Who
Yes please!

Viking Sailors stand in 2s on the edge of the stage, 

ready to take a step after each line of the story...
Story tellers stand in correct order in front of the stage

Narrator 1
We used story stepping in 3MG to help us remember the Norse myth of Thor’s Magical Hammer.
Sam
Thor, the God of Thunder, found his hammer had been stolen.  He knew it had been taken by Thyrm the giant

Step on stage
William
Thor sent his servant, Loki, to negotiate its return but Thrym would only give the hammer back if Freya, the goddess of love, would agree to marry him

Step on stage
Nadine
Freya refused so Loki hatched a plan and convinced Thor to go in disguise as Freya to get his hammer back
Step on stage
Sam
Thrym was so excited to see the goddess he loved that he handed her the hammer immediately

Step on stage
William
Thor ripped off his disguise and proceeded to defeat Thyrm with a single blow to the head

Step on stage
Narrator 1 (to Dr Who) By breaking the story into steps, it makes it much easier to remember, doesn’t it?

Dr Who
Yes!  I can’t wait to share this story with my friends back in 2013... So long!

The Vikings wave as Dr Who spins on the spot.  Vikings exit and Dr Who once again jumps and lands wobbly, finding his feet

Dr Who starts by addressing the audience

Dr Who
Wow, you won’t believe where I’ve been and the things I have seen (turning to walk off stage) There was the God of Thunder called Thor and his magical hammer had been stolen (exits through door and audience can only just about hear him continuing the story) Anyway, it had been stolen by Thrym the giant and the only way to get it back... (eventually fades, audience clap)
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