Name:__________________

The Miners’ Strike 1984-85.
T: to identify facts and opinions about the Miners’ Strike.
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The Conservative government had decided to close down pits which were uneconomic.  In March 1984, the National Coal Board (NCB) decided to close Cortonwood colliery in Wombell.
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The National Union of Mineworkers (NUM) said that the NCB was wrong to leave them out of the discussion about closing Cortonwood.

Many people believe the Government chose Cortonwood to provoke the miners into striking.


The Government wanted the miners to strike so they could defeat them in revenge for a strike in 1981 which the miners had won.


On 6th March, the NCB announced it was going to close another 19 pits, with 20,000 jobs to go.


Yorkshire and Scottish miners started their strike, hoping that other areas further south would also strike.


The Government were ready for the strike; they had lots of coal stored up, lorry drivers ready to break though picket lines, and well trained police units ready to combat pickets.

The other areas did not want to strike unless there was a ballot, so Yorkshire miners went out to picket their pits. 
The miners tried to block road to stop lorries getting to pits, and picket lines to stop miners getting to work, but the police used riot squads to stop them.


The strike continued for a year, with families living off hand-outs of food, clothing and money from the public. 


In May/June 1984 a huge confrontation happened at Orgreave.  


Many people say that the police attacked first, and the miners were acting in self defence.

Other people say that the miners attacked the police first.

The media only showed the miners attacking the police, so public support for the miners went down.


Some miners went back to work, and were called ‘scabs’.  They were hated by the striking miners.

In February 1985 the Nottinghamshire miners started to work overtime again, producing enough extra coal for the country.  This ended the strike altogether.

The miners believed they had won the moral victory, by ending the strike themselves, but the government claimed they had won by not giving in to the miners.
Name:__________________

The Miner’s Strike 1984-85.
T: to find out about the Miner’s Strike.

Can you write definitions for the words in bold in the time line?





NCB





NUM





Picket Lines





Ballot





Media





Scabs





Write 2 or 3 questions you would ask a miner about the Miners’ Strike.











Write 2 or 3 questions you would ask a Policeman about the strike.











Write 2 or 3 questions you would ask Margaret Thatcher about the Strike.




















































































































