Good morning and welcome to 6Bs assembly.  During October, we were studying Shakespeare and his plays.  Listen carefully to see what you can learn about the most famous playwright; known as ‘The Bard.’ 

So who was William Shakespeare?  
Well, if you asked your parents or teachers they will tell you that he is the most famous playwright in the world – and he came from England! But we can tell you so much more!

He lived in Stratford-Upon-Avon when Elizabeth I was queen of England, in other words, in Elizabethan times.  Shakespeare wrote so many plays in his lifetime all of which are still read, performed and enjoyed today – and they were all written over 400 years ago!  Some of his plays include Romeo and Juliet (girls: “Romeo, Romeo wherefore art thou Romeo”), Hamlet (boys: “to be or not to be, that is the question”), Macbeth, A Midsummer’s Night’s Dream and Henry V.
Everyday, several of these plays are performed somewhere in the world, tens of thousands of books have been written about them and hey have been turned into over 300 films. That is impressive!  Could you ever imagine your plays being remembered, performed and filmed in 400 years time?

But . . . Shakespeare is an international man of mystery (all: da da daaaaaaaa) and one of the greatest mysteries in history . . . (whispering and looking around to check no-one can see) and this is the secret why . . . you listening? Well . . . (looks around again checking no one around) we don’t know for certain that he actually wrote the plays that go under his name!  (Disgusted) Can you believe it!  All this time we thought it was him!
In fact, nothing from his lifetime exists from 450 years ago to tell us what sort of person he was, who his friends were or even what he looked like!  None of his personal belongings or letters he wrote survive either!  And would you believe it . . . we don’t even know how he spelt his name!  There are 10 different versions on various plays and documents.  Just have a look at these!

(Walking on and standing to show names as read out) 

Shackspeare, Shakspere, Shake-Speare, Shacksper, Shakespeere, Shakespea, Shakespea, that’s an odd one!  Anyway, the list continues: Shagsper, Shaxberrd, Shakxpere and Shackespe
It is true however, that Elizabethan’s never bothered with spellings but all these different names have made people wonder whether he really was the same William Shakespeare born in Stratford-Upon-Avon in 1564.  So therefore, did he really write all those wonderful plays we have read and seen?  (all: looking puzzled:  Hmmmmmm).

Shakespeare’s life started during an outbreak of ‘The Plague.’  This was a terrible disease which produced revolting squelchy boils all over your body before reducing you to screaming out in agony and then finally death. (someone to act out symptoms and death)  In 1564 1 in 15 people were dying from ‘The Plague’ when Shakespeare was born, so he was lucky to have escaped!
William Shakespeare’s family was similar to other families really, and lived in a reasonably spacious and comfortable house until his father, John Shakespeare, was caught and arrested by the police for wheeling and dealing!  From then on life was much harder.  Young Shakespeare probably had to work with his father in his hot, sweaty and stinky shop where dead sheep and other animals were skinned (all: EUGH), then those skins and hides were boiled ready to be made into leather goods.
He also had to go to school of course.  It sounds a good deal more boring than it is now.  Classes started at 6am (half of class: yawn and stretch – “too early!”) and finished at 6pm (other half of class: “12 hours – now that is a looooong day!”)  You sat on hard benches and everyone had to stand up and bow whenever the teacher entered or left the room.  Pens were made by dipping the sharpened tips of feathers, known as quills, into bottles of ink.  That was a messy job!
Most of the day was spent praying or chanting repeatedly the rules in Latin.  You were only ever allowed to speak in class if you were talking in Latin!  Maybe that would keep you quiet!  Anyone who ever made a mistake or dared to be naught got an immediate beating from the teacher with a cane.  There were no outings, just lessons, lessons, lessons and Latin, Latin, Latin!  Sunday was the ONLY day off but Sunday meant church – for most of the day!
Children played different types of games too when Shakespeare was a lad.  He would have played football but the ball would have been made out of a real pig’s bladder (all:  “EUGH!”)  

Christmas and Harvest time were special times of year when everyone was allowed to say and do exactly what they wanted!  This turned the whole town into one great party with crazy games and practical jokes.  Throwing bags of flour over the vicar and teachers and setting off fireworks in the middle of the night were never allowed but at Christmas and Harvest time, everyone just laughed!
William Shakespeare left school at 15 but no one knows what happened to him once he had left.  We will never know . . . 

We do know thought, that when he was 18, William Shakespeare married a girl called Anne Hathaway and they had 3 children.  The eldest was Susanna and then they had twins Hamnet and Judith/

We told you earlier that Shakespeare’s nickname is ‘The Bard.’  This is because he was brilliant at story telling.  Within minutes he cold have an audience sitting on the edge of their seats waiting to find out what happens next.  

Another reason is that his plays are full of real and interesting people that remind us of someone we may know.  He understood what makes us all good or evil, sad or happy, brave or cowardly and why some people succeed in life and some fail.
Most amazingly though, Shakespeare had a vocabulary of over 25 000 words! (all: wow!”)  This is about 3 times more than most people have today!  Nearly 2000 of these words he invented himself and we still use them today.  If you recognize any of these words put your hands up:
(pause between each word)
Blanket, gossip, assassination, champion and generous
He also invented these words which we do not use any more:

(Walk on with signs.  Say word and its meaning)
Fustilarian means an idiot.
Trundletail means a long tailed dog.
Linsey-woolsey means rubbish.
Gorbellied means someone who is hugely fat.
We all hope you can see now why William Shakespeare, who died in 1616 at the age of 52, was such an ingenious and talented writer and why our parents and teachers always refer to him as ‘The Bard.’

Thank you for listening to our assembly, we hope you enjoyed it.  (whispering) Remember it’s our secret!
