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Music at St Saviour’s: A Year’s Overview
	Year
	Term 1
	Term 2
	Term 3

	Reception
	OSP – Level 1 Ongoing Skills Unit

	
	
	1.1 – Introducing Musical Instruments
	1.2 – Nursery Rhymes Rock
	1.3 – Loud/Quiet and short/long
	1.4 – Rhythm – Feel the beat
	1.5 – Action Songs
	1.6 – High/Low and fast/slow
	

	Year 1
	OS1 – Year 1 and 2 ongoing skills unit (QCA unit 1)

	
	
	Unit 1a – Sounds interesting: Exploring sounds
	Unit 1b – Feel the Pulse: Exploring pulse and rhythm
	Unit 1c – The long and the short of it: Exploring duration
	

	Year 2
	
	Unit 2a – Taking off: Exploring Pitch
	Unit 2b – What’s the score?: Exploring instruments and symbols
	Unit 2c – Rain, Rain, come today: Exploring timbre, tempo and dynamics
	

	Year 3
	OS2 – Year 3 and 4 ongoing skills unit (QCA unit 8)

	
	
	Unit 3a – Animal magic: Exploring descriptive sounds
	Unit 3b – Play it again: Exploring rhythmic patterns
	Unit 3c – The class orchestra: Exploring arrangements
	

	Year 4
	
	Unit 4a – Dragon scales: Exploring pentatonic scales
	Unit 4b – Painting with sound: Exploring sound colours
	Unit 4c – Salt, pepper, vinegar, mustard: Exploring Singing games
	

	Year 5
	OS3 – Year 5 and 6 ongoing skills unit (QCA unit 15)

	
	
	Unit 5b – Roundabout: Exploring rounds 
	Unit 5a – Cyclic patterns: Exploring rhythm and pulse [Samba/African Drumming]
	Unit 5c – Journey into space: Exploring sound sources
	

	Year 6
	
	Unit 6a – Songwriter: Exploring lyrics and melody
	Unit 6c – Who knows?: Exploring musical processes

	Unit 6b – Music hall: Performing together

	


Performance opportunities
Class concerts – in class music lessons
SingUp Assembliess – once a term ~ parents invited
Class Assemblies/Church Services – regularly throughout the year 
Festivals - regularly throughout the year ~ often performed in Church
KS2 Whole Class Instrumental and Vocal Tuition

Year 3: Singing
Year 4: Recorder January - May
Year 5: Samba/African Drumming [Tri-Borough Hub Supported]
Year 6: Recorder/Guitar [opt in]
Ensembles
School Choir [Mondays], School Chamber Choir, Access to Tri Borough Hub Children’s Choir [Yrs3-6], G&T: Westbourne Choir, Recorder Ensemble [lunchtime KS2]

Private Tuition offered at School: Vocal, Piano, Trumpet, Violin, Cello, Recorder

Unit 1a – Sounds interesting:
Exploring sounds

This unit develops children’s ability to identify different sounds and to change and use sounds expressively in response to a stimulus. Children make a variety of sounds with their voices, bodies, found objects and instruments, and explore how these sounds can be changed and used expressively in a response to a stimulus. They use this knowledge to select sounds that reflect the mood of chants and songs. This leads to the creation of a class performance that uses sounds to heighten the effect of a chosen story.

Back to Top
Unit 2a – Taking off:

Exploring pitch

Children learn to discriminate between higher and lower sounds and to create simple melodic patterns. They develop the ability to control the pitch of their voices and instruments by moving higher and lower both in steps leaps and holding the same note. They create simple melodic patterns and use changes in pitch expressively to respond to the stimuli of stories. This unit should be revised during the level.

Back to Top
Unit 3a – Animal magic:

Exploring descriptive sounds

In this unit, children develop the ability to create, perform and analyse short descriptive compositions that combine sounds, movement and words. They learn to recognise how sounds can be used to describe things. Using this understanding, they create their own music in small groups, add movement and narration, and rehearse towards a final performance for others. During the unit they explore how the elements of pitch, duration, dynamics and tempo can be combined to describe different sounds, e.g. animal sounds. 

Back to Top
Unit 4a – Dragon scales:

Exploring pentatonic scales

This unit develops children’s ability to recognise, and use, pentatonic scales and create short melodies and accompaniments. They sing songs based on a pentatonic scale. They experiment with the five notes of a pentatonic scale and play them on a range of pitched instruments, individually and together. They use the scale to make up simple songs and accompaniments. This unit could be revisited during the level. 

Back to Top
Unit 5a – Cyclic patterns (South Asian music):

Exploring rhythm and pulse

In this unit, children learn to perform rhythmic patterns confidently and with a strong sense of pulse. They learn basic rhythmic devises used in many South Asian drumming traditions. They play a variety of sounds on percussion instruments, and learn how to use timbre and duration to add variety to their rhythmic ideas. They invent and improvise simple rhythmic patterns. 

Back to Top
Unit 6a – Songwriter:

Exploring lyrics and melody

This unit develops children’s ability to compose a song with an awareness of the relationship between lyrics and melody. Pupils learn of the important role played by lyrics in songs. In particular they focus on the different functions of lyrics in conveying mood, expressing attitude or telling a story. They employ simple techniques for composing lyrics of their own and setting these to melodies. They learn about the cultural and social significance of many lyrics and how that meaning should be reflected in performance as well as in the composition itself.

Back to Top
Unit 1b – Feel the pulse:

Exploring pulse and rhythm

This unit develops children’s ability to recognise the difference between pulse and rhythm and to perform with a sense of pulse. Children use songs and activities to develop confidence in singing and playing to a common pulse. They respond to and explore changes of speed (tempo) and repeat and create simple rhythmic phrases. They use these skills to create an accompaniment for a song or chant. The development of a sense of pulse is vital and so the unit should be revisited during the key stage.

Back to Top
Unit 2b – What’s the score?

Exploring instruments and symbols

Children develop to ability to recognise different ways sounds are made and changed and to name, and know how to play, a variety of classroom instruments. They explore classroom instruments and learn that instruments that make sounds in similar ways can be grouped into families. They create symbols that represent the various ways an instrument can be played, and use these to help create a sequence of sounds. This uni should be revisited during the key stage.

Back to Top
Unit 3b – Play it again:

Exploring rhythmic patterns

This unit develops children’s ability to create simple rhythmic patterns and perform them rhythmically using notation as a support. They extend their understanding of rhythmic patterns, and in particular, ostinato (repeated pattern). They create their own patterns and play them separately and in combination with other patterns. They identify repeated patterns in different types of music.

Back to Top
Unit 4b – Painting with sound:

Exploring sound colours

This unit develops children’s ability to create, perform and analyse expressive compositions and extend their sound vocabulary. They develop understanding of how the sounds made on different musical instruments can be used expressively. They explore how sounds can describe the moods stimulated by pictures and words. They create simple compositions combining rhythm and melody and share these with the class. They begin to explore the more abstract use of sounds.

Back to Top
Unit 5b – Roundabout

Exploring rounds

This unit develops pupils’ ability to sing and play music in two (or more) parts. They explore the effect of two or more pitched notes sounding together (harmony). They experiment with clusters of pitched notes and discover which combinations are ‘comfortable’ (concords), and which ‘clash’ (discords). They sing rounds and experiment with melodic ostinato patterns to provide accompaniments. They play drones and accompaniments. This unit should be revisited.

Back to Top
Unit 6b – Music hall:

Performing together

This unit develops and demonstrates pupils’ ability to take part in a class performance with confidence, expression and control. They create a ‘Music Hall’ performance suitable to present to parents. They sing and play songs in two or more parts, play instrumental accompaniments and rehearse and develop musical and performance ideas with understanding of how to achieve a quality performance. They link the music together with drama, dance, jokes and monologues.

Back to Top
Unit 1c – The long and the short of it:

Exploring duration

This unit develops children’s ability to discriminate between long and shorter sounds, and to use them to create interesting sequences of sound. Children explore the duration of vocal and instrumental sounds. They play percussion instruments with control and sensitivity, paying attention to dynamics, tempo and pitch. Towards the end of the unit the children begin to organise their sounds within a steady pulse. They record their sounds sequences using symbols. 

Back to Top
Unit 2c – Rain, rain, come today:

Exploring timbre, tempo and dynamics

This unit develops children’s ability to recognise how sounds and instruments can be used expressively and combined to create music in response to a stimulus. During this uni, children explore how sounds can be changed, combined and organised to create a class composition. They respond to stimuli suggested by the weather and explore ways in which sounds can be used expressively. They record their compositions using pictures, symbols and words. This unit should be revisited during the key stage suing different stimuli, e.g. the fairground. 

Back to Top
Unit 3c – The class orchestra:

Exploring arrangements

This unit develops children’s ability to create, combine and perform rhythmic and melodic material as part of a class performance of a song. They develop their understanding of how instruments can be used to accompany songs. They explore a variety of accompaniment devices, select appropriate phrases and patterns, and practise and rehearse towards a final class performance.

Back to Top
Unit 4c – Salt, pepper, vinegar, mustard:

Exploring singing games

This unit develops children’s ability to recognise and explore some characteristics of singing games. It consolidates their sense of pulse and ability to perform with others. In this unit children sings and play a selection of traditional and contemporary singing games. They look at their characteristics, e.g. structure, tempo, rhythm, tunes, words, actions. They think about the origins and uses of singing games.

Back to Top
Unit 5c – Journey into space

Exploring sound sources

This unit develops children’s ability to extend their sound vocabulary, including the use of ICT, and to compose a soundscape. They explore a wide range of sound sources, including ICT, to capture, explore, change and communicate sounds. They make expressive use of vocal and instrumental possibilities to create and structure compositions in groups and share these with the class.

Back to Top
Unit 6c – Who knows?:

Exploring musical processes

This unit provides an opportunity for children to develop and demonstrate the musical skills, knowledge and understanding achieved in years 5 and 6. During the uni pupils will revisit various forms of notation and develop an understanding of the process of composing by creating and performing music in response to musical and non-musical stimuli. They will also explore how they feel about music they hear, learning to express preferences.

Back to Top
Level 1 Outcomes - Reception
1. Introducing musical instruments - Children will learn the names of percussion instruments, the groups they belong to, and how to hold them and play them correctly. They will learn simple songs and accompany the songs with percussion instruments. Children will learn how to stop and start in response to hand signals, and to play loudly and quietly in response to symbols on flashcards. They will learn to play in time to the music. Children will learn to recognise the sounds that the instruments make and will listen carefully to everyday sounds.

Back to Top
2. Nursery rhymes rock – The children will enjoy singing a number of traditional nursery rhymes. They will be able to use actions to beat time using simple percussion instruments. They will be able to recognise repeated sound patterns and match their movements to music.

Back to Top
3. Loud and quiet / short and long – Children will have the opportunity to listen to music and identify the dynamics of a piece. They will be able to play quiet and loud sounds on percussion instruments. Children will start to learn how to identify long and short notes and also play / sing long and short notes. Children will be able to perform a composition to others.

Back to Top
4. Rhythm: Feel the beat – Children will start to learn how to feel the beat in music, and also to clap / play simple rhythms that are used in music. They will begin to distinguish between beat and rhythm, although this will be developed further in Level 2. The children will begin to recognise the symbols and words used to notate simple rhythms. As a group the children will compose a piece of music, making choices about the sounds they want and recording their work using symbols. They will develop their piece and perform it to others.

Back to Top
5. Action songs – The children will have learned a selection of repetitive action songs and the body actions will help to develop their sense of pulse and rhythm. The children will be able to add simple accompaniment to songs.

Back to Top
6. High and low / fast and slow – The children will be able to distinguish between high and low sounds, and will know that instruments can make high and low sounds. They will produce high and low sounds with their voices. The children will gain experience in playing high and low sounds on pitched and unpitched instruments, and begin to discriminate between two pitches that are quite close. They will be able to play a scale on a tuned percussion instrument. They will start to recognise fast and slow tempos and to move their bodies in time to music that changes tempo.

Back to Top
Ongoing skills unit outcomes:
OS1
· Find singing voice and use confidently

· Recognise phrase lengths and know when to breath

· Sing with awareness of other performers

· Sing with a sense of awareness of pulse ad control of rhythm

· Begin to sing with control of pitch, eg following the shape of the melodyI
· Make connections between symbols and sounds showing understanding of hw sounds go higher and lower

· Demonstrate some control of the expressive elements, eg timbre, dynamics, tempo, when singing

· Identify different sound sources

· Make improvements to their own learning

· Identify well defined musical features

· Recall ad remember short songs and sequences and patterns of sounds

· Respond physically when performing, composing and appraising music
Ongoing skills unit outcomes:

OS2
· Sing with confidence using a wider vocal range

· Understand how mouth shapes can affect voice sounds

· Internalise sounds by singing parts of a song ‘in their head’

· Sing with awareness of pulse and control of rhythm

· Recognise simple structures

· Sing in tune

· Sing using notation as a support

· Sing expressively with awareness and control of the expressive elements, eg timbre, tempo, dynamics
· Identify and recall rhythmic and melodic patterns

· Improve their own learning through analysis and evaluation

· Demonstrate the ability to recognise the use of structure and expressive elements through dance

Ongoing skills unit outcomes:
OS3
· Sing songs with increasing control of breathing, posture and sound projection

· Sing confidently as a class, in small groups and alone, and begin to have an awareness of improvisation with the voice

· Identify the metre of different songs through recognising the pattern of strong and weak beats

· Identify phrases through breathing in appropriate places and recognise structures, eg the repetition of phrases in known songs
· Sing songs in tune and with awareness of other parts

· Sing songs using staff notation as a support

· Sing with expression and rehearse with others

· Listen to longer pieces of music and identify features

· Identify different metres and perform an independent part, keeping to a steady pulse

· Improve their own learning through analysis, evaluation and comparison

· Create dances that reflect musical features

