Hinduism is the
oldgst major world
religion. There arg
about 900 million
Tindus.




Hinduism is the
main religion of
India but jollowers
areg jound in mang
other countrigs.




Hindus beligve there is only
ong God, who they call
Brahman. They beligve that
Brahman takegs on mang
forms as gods or goddegsses
degpending on what Ais
function is at the time.




Hindus say it dogsn’t
matter which deity you
worship bgcausg you
will reach Brahman the
suprgme god in the
znd.




Hindus beligve that
God is gvergwherg so
they can worship at
homg or in a templg
callgd a mandir.




The River Ganggs in
India is said to be
holy. Hindus bath in
the river to wash
away their sins.




Hindus beligve that a
persons actions
(Rarma) in this life will
affect what jorm, animal
or human, they will beg
rgborn into the next.




Hinduism has sgveral toly
Books. The oldegst arg
callgd Vedas— a collgetion
of hymns which tell about
the naturg of the world and
how to worship gods.




 sari is the traditional
dregss of Indian women
madg Jjrom ong pigeg Of
cloth. Many women
also wear a jewel in
their nose.




Most Hlindus jrom
Northern India arg
veggdetarians as it 1s
thought wrong to
Rill animals.




>omg tlindus do ¢at
meat but not begf.
The cow is a holy
animal to Hindus.




Holi is a Jestival that
cglegbrates the start
Of dpring.




Pivali is a joyjul
festival of lights in
honour of Rama and
oita. Hlomes are lit by
sparklers, lamps and
candlgs.




At Pivali, peopleg make
Rangoli pattgrns jrom
coloured rieg powder
in the shapg of swirls
and flowers.




This is the symbol
Om sometimes
spelt Juam. It is
the sound or
word for God.




Gangsh — the ¢lgphant
headed God who is
praged to Jjor suceegss in
ngw venturegs and
busingss. God of wisdom
and good Jjortune.




hrishna — the god of
loveg who appgared on
czarth to savg mankind.
He is shown in human
form with blug sRin.




dhiva — the god who
rules life and death.
The degstroger and
cregator of all things
in the world.




danskrit is the
ancignt language
in which the tlindu
Toly Books arg
written.




Brahman — the spirit
of God who runs
through ¢gverygthing in
the universe — plants,
humans and animals.




lsakRshmi — soddess of
happingss, wealth and
300d fortung prayged to
at Pivali to bring luck
in the coming year.




daraswati — the soddess

Of lgarning and theg arts.
Tlgr 4 arms regpresent
intelligence, understanding,
s¢lf esteegm and the sgnse of
right and wrong.




Gangsh — the ¢lgphant
hegaded God who is
praged {0 Jor suceess
N ngw venturgs and
busingss.




We have read the
story of Rama and
Sita. They freed their
Ringdom jrom gvil
by Rilling Ravana.




