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	Learning Objective
	N.C.

Links
	Activity

(Differentiation in italics)
	Resources
	Assessment

	Children will learn:

To locate Aztec and Mayan empires on a world map. 
To relate the Aztec period in history to events happening in Britain at the same time. (History)
To consider the pros and cons of the location of the Aztec city of Tenochtitlan and to produce a map showing the key features of the city.
Whole schools skills continuum.

ge50 To use atlases, globes, maps and plans at a range of scales

ge52 To draw maps and plans at a variety of scales

hi33 Place events people and changes into correct periods of time

hi34 Use dates and vocabulary relating to the passing of time, including ancient and modern, BC, AD, century and decade

hi35 Describe characteristic features of past societies and periods, including ideas, beliefs, attitudes and experiences of men, women and children; social, cultural religious and ethnic diversity
hi39 Recognise that the past is represented in different ways

hi41 Begin to select and combine information from different sources


	History
Art
Literacy

Music

ICT

P.E.
	Lesson 1:

Class introduction to Mexico and locate on world map and globe. Brainstorm knowledge about Mexico and look at travel brochures and atlases to find out about Mexico today.  Present findings as a fact file. Children present fact files to other members of the class and look at range of key factual information used. Show and explain on IWB the routes that the Aztecs took from their homelands in Asia to Mexico.  This shows the children the different routes and paths taken.  Gives an insight into the makeup of the Aztec life.

Whole class introduction giving dates of Aztec empire and locate on a class timeline.  Display the Aztec timeline on the school board.  Show the whole history time line and expand on the Aztec timeline with all the relevant detail.  Get the children to discuss this and what areas they would like to find out about.  Ask children to add in other periods from History.  Discuss positioning of other periods in history and reasoning behind placing on timeline. Discuss what was happening in Britain at the time and re-cap on knowledge of Tudors e.g Explorers. 
Remind the children of the work they did on Tudor explorers and present findings to the rest of the class.

Introduce the Aztec city of Tenochtitlan (pg 4 and 9 of photo pack, photos 2 and 7) reinforce the fact that it was located on swampy land. Discuss the pros and cons of this.  Children research and list the main features of the city and then produce their own map to show how they think the city would have looked. Consider solutions to the problems that the Aztecs faced such as links to the mainland and getting fresh water to drink. 
Children to use map of area and locate a place where they would have built their city and list the Pros and cons.
Extension Children recording individual timelines into books. 
	Class timeline on display.
Timelines for children to place their ideas on.  (Picture version for SEN)

Map of Aztec buildings and settlements.

Pro’s and con sheet.
	Can Children:

locate Mexico, Aztec and Mayan empires on a world map?
relate Aztec period to what was happening in Britain at the time?
name the main features of the city of Tenochtitlan?
give 2 reasons why the Aztecs chose this location?

recognise the negative as well as positive effects?


	Children will learn:

to develop and refine orienteering and problem-solving skills when working in groups and on their own
 ge50 To use atlases, globes, maps and plans at a range of scales 

oa23 Solve some of the challenges and problems set in familiar environments with guidance and help 
oa24 Work cooperatively to put strategies and solutions into action 
oa26 Conserve their efforts and keep their concentration during tasks

oa27 Identify what they do well as individuals and as a group

oa26 Conserve their efforts and keep their concentration during tasks
Pa36 Resolve differences by looking at alternatives, making decisions and explaining choices


	P.E.
	1 Lesson only due to Inset Day:
Discuss with the children how to follow a route and how to decide where to go.  Precede the main activity with a series of warm-up activities.  Remind the children that they will be needing tracksuits for outdoor P.E.

Ask the children to follow simple routes in the school grounds using basic maps.  Help them to set courses for others using instructions, symbols and maps they have made. Teach them how to recognise symbols and features on the maps used for orienteering tasks. Teach them how to orientate the maps and make sure they understand some basic navigation techniques. Teach them how to research, record and check information for a journey.

Ask the children to take part in some simple cooperative group activities, eg tying hand knots (in circles of six or eight, ask the children to shake hands with two others and keep hold, then to unwind); finding a way past a skipping rope (swing a long skipping rope slowly and ask first individuals and then small groups to find a way through without being touched. The rope will need to be longer than 8 metres); writing a message by forming letters, working on their own, in pairs and in groups.
	Map of the school grounds.
Orienteering icons.

Co-operative games activities.
	Can Children:

read a variety of maps and plans accurately, recognising symbols and fea​tures

use physical and teamwork skills well in a variety of different challenges

	Children will learn:

about breathing, dynamics and accuracy of pitch
 mu37 Perform by ear and by simple notations

mu38 Perform, maintaining their own part with awareness of how different parts fit together to achieve an overall effect

mu39 Recognise that music reflects different intentions

mu43 Describe, compare and evaluate different kinds of music using appropriate vocabulary

Mu44 Identify the relationship between sounds and how music reflects different intentions


	Music

	Rhythmic chants: Sing songs or chants either to warm up at the beginning of a lesson, or in short spaces of time during the day. Choose short rhythmic words, eg zip zop na na. The teacher or child says the words and the class echo.  Keep the pulse going throughout.   Link this unit into the ones looked at in the Aztecs.  The children are to discuss the work completed on the different Aztec music.  Pupils will learn the various reasons—celebrations, rituals, and ceremonies—for which the

Aztecs used music.
Posture: Encourage good posture by asking children to stand tall, knees loose and feet apart. Everyone should breathe together through their mouths. Encourage low breathing (that is, without breathing into the chest and without raising the shoulders) by asking the children to take a drink of air that goes right down low, ‘as if your tummy is a tank of air’. To stop the shoulders rising, children should imagine carrying heavy objects in each hand. Ask the children to try singing a simple, short, well-known song at half speed. Can you still breathe in a sensible place?

The singing face: Encourage the children to lift the face by smiling. To help them project the sound, use a follow-my-leader activity. Humming phrases of songs will also encourage an unforced, well-blended sound.
Present information about the various ceremonies, festivals, and rituals for which the Aztecs used music; make list on board.
	Songs and chants linked to the Aztec way of life.


	Can Children:
Identify and demonstrate breathing, dynamics and accuracy of pitch


IWB = Interactive White Board

DC = Digital Camera

K= Kinaesthetic
V= Visual
A= Audio


