Changing an unfair situation
Resources needed:  Photos (from internet search of chocolate, cocoa beans, cocoa farmers, Fairtrade goods, Fairtrade mark

Choc pic – who enjoys eating this?  
Where does it come from?  Cocoa beans and pod pics
Where does it grow? Map

Cocoa is widely traded, worth a lot of money, many rich international companies make lots of money.  Farmers who grow the cocoa plant and their families are mostly poor.
This is an example of an unfair situation.
Cocoa grower ‘A’ + pic
When cocoa prices fall, we have to make difficult decisions. We may have to put off sending our children to school, and we can only afford to buy medicines for members of the family who have paid work.

It’s not just the people who get ill – bugs and disease can destroy much of the cocoa crop each year, if we’re not able to look after the plants properly.

Another problem is traders who rip us off – they don’t always weigh our cocoa beans fairly, or pay us cash.

We can’t grow anything else – we wouldn’t be able to market it.

IS THIS A FAIR SITUATION?  Steps are being taken to change it.
Some companies are now trying to deal more fairly with customers.  Agree a price with farmers in advance and both sides stick to the agreement.  They help farmers to improve the quality and amount of cocoa beans they grow.  They can also help farmers borrow money for better machinery and tools.  Farmers have more say in the trading process so they can improve the quality of life for their families and communities.  
This means better education for their children, better homes and health care, as well as a healthier environment. Most of all they are paid a fair price for the work they do.

This is called FAIR TRADE. 
Cocoa grower ‘B’ + pic
Things are really looking up for us since we’ve been selling our cocoa through Fairtrade. We have a long-term contract with the chocolate company, so our hard work pays off. Farmers who had to leave their farms to look for better paid work have returned to their villages to grow cocoa. Communities are back together again. We’ve used some of the extra money from Fairtrade to make a concrete floor in our house – before we just had a dirt floor. We can now afford to send our children to secondary school, as well as buying them schoolbooks and shoes. We’ve also planted more cocoa because Fairtrade gives us a good price. Fairtrade really does make a difference.

Show FAIRTRADE Mark
The FAIRTRADE Mark is an independent label awarded by the Fairtrade Foundation that guarantees that producers in developing countries receive a fair deal.

It appears on more than 850 varieties of coffee, tea, cocoa, chocolate, sugar, honey, snacks, cakes, biscuits, fresh fruit, and juices. Fairtrade foods are available in most major supermarkets, independent shops, whole food, Fair Trade shops, and from Oxfam and Traidcraft.

True or False?

The new FAIRTRADE Mark is a symbol of a person with their hand held

High supporting fair trade - it helps us spot Fairtrade goods when we are shopping. T
All chocolate companies are now trading fairly with cocoa farmers. F
More than 100 different products carry the FAIRTRADE Mark including tea, coffee, fruit, wine, sugar and chocolate! T
There are many other non-food products that are fairly traded, including

clothes, jewellery, paper and gifts – these are available in Fair Trade

shops.  T
The farmers also learn about managing their money and how to make extra money in the ‘hungry season’ when the cocoa is growing – for example by making soap from the cocoa husks, which means a waste product is being recycled!  T
Fairtrade Means… Yes / No

Farmers get a fair price for the crops they produce  Y
Farmers can be paid in advance, so they won’t fall into debt  Y
Workers on plantations have decent wages and housing Y
Workers on plantations have decent health and safety standards Y
Support is given so farmers can stop using harmful chemicals Y
Support is given to help provide education and health care Y
No child labour is allowed Y
Workers’ rights are respected - men and women are treated equally

Unfair trading situations can be changed Y
Dear God,
We pray for farmers 

Struggling to earn a living.

Please make the world

Become a fairer place

And help us 

to think about 

being as fair as possible 

in everything we do.

Amen

