Steatite bowl 
Found in Westness, Rousay, Orkney
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· Used for cooking or holding food.

· Made from talc like soft stone it is easily carved and often used for making cooking vessels.
· The stone was from Norway and in Shetland.

· Sometimes these bowls had iron handles and they were suspended over a fire.  
· Traces of food have been found inside and the outside is often burnt from the fire.
· It was made from being carved from a block of stone cut at the quarry then sent to the settlement for use.

· It might be found in a house by the fire, with iron cooking tools such as a spit or a flat stone baking plate.
· It could also be found in a grave where it has been left as a grave offering.

· These items were valuable and sent to places where there was no soft stone, such as the Viking towns in England and Ireland, York and Dublin.
· When a bowlbroke, the soft stone could be reused to make smaller items, such as spindle whorls or weights which could be fashioned with a simple iron knife.
Bone/Antler Combs,
Found in Freswick Links, Caithness
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· It is made of bone or antler and bronze

· It would have been used the same way as we would do today, and the close

· teeth may have been very good for personal grooming and the removal of food

· from beards or lice from hair.

· There are separate plates for the teeth and the long back bars.

· The teeth are cut after it has been put together.

Gaming Piece

Found in Freswick Links, Caithness
[image: image3.emf]
· Circular flat disc of bone, complete and with decoration of parallel circles.
· It is very rough; it may have been made from whalebone.

· If we could handle the piece, it would be very light in weight.

· It would have been used in a board game as a counter. 

· The bone would have been roughly cut by hand and then smoothed, perhaps using a file and then a sharp tool could have been used to carve the design.
· This piece was probably made in Norway.

· It may have been traded or a gift.

Silver Hoard,

Found in Skaill, Orkney
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· Simple metal bracelets, twisted metal rings and brooches with ball terminals.

· It is all made of silver.

· The rings were mainly used as jewellery but some were used as a form of payment.

· Many of the pieces seem to have been made in Scotland but others are from Scandinavia and further destinations.
· These silver rings were found together with many other items.  It can be suggested that these were all buried for safe keeping.  
This was known as a hoard.

· Oval Brooch

Found in Westness, Orkney
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· These two decorated oval brooches are made of copper alloy or bronze.

· They were worn by Viking women as a pair, one brooch placed at each shoulder to secure clothing and to hang items, eg needle case, knife and scissors. 
· The upper surfaces were sometimes decorated with animal motifs or silver wires and plant decoration.

· The attachment pins were made of iron.

· The brooches were made in clay moulds in Scandinavia, 
