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A Christmas
Carol
Charles  Dickens
NAME  ____________________________________

NARRATOR 1 

Charles Dickens lived over 150 years ago in the reign of Queen Victoria. He wrote many famous books but the most popular is probably the ghost story – A Christmas Carol.

NARRATOR 2 
Our story is set in Victorian London in about 1845. Scrooge is a wealthy man who runs a buying and selling business. He is probably the meanest and most miserable man in the whole of London.

NARRATOR 3

He used to have a partner called Jacob Marley but he had passed away over five years ago. Jacob had been just as grasping and miserly as Scrooge. 

    Scrooge employed a clerk, Bob Cratchet whom he treated most horribly. He made bob work long hours in poor conditions for next to no salary. 
NARRATOR 4

Bob’s family lived in dreadful poverty. His youngest son, Tim was crippled and close to death. His health was failing. Ebenezer Scrooge neither knew nor cared.  
VERSE 1 

Some tales at Christmas, can be really sad,

But the one you’ll hear now, makes the coldest heart glad.

It’s the story of Bob Cratchet and Scrooge his boss,

As a human- being, he’s a real dead loss.

VERSE 2 

We’re going back, to Queen Victorian times,

When women and children, worked down the mines.

In the main people’s lives, were hard and tough,

The bosses were cruel and really tough.

VERSE 3 

Jacob Marley, Scrooge’s partner, had died long ago,

He’d died all alone, in the cold and the snow.

Scrooge alone, thought that this was sad,

He’d known Jacob Marley, since he was a lad.
VERSE 4 
Scrooge had an office and made lots of cash,
He treated his staff, as if they were trash.

His clerk poor Bob Cratchet, worked hard all his life,

To support his family and look after his wife.

VERSE 5

His son Tim was crippled and walked with a stick,

The way Bob was treated, made everyone sick.

It was Christmas eve and snowing like mad,

Poor Tim was really, missing his dad. 

NARRATOR 5

It is Christmas Eve in Scrooge’s office, he and his clerk Bob are working late into the night. It is bitterly cold. but Ebenezer Scrooge will not put more coal on the fire. He tells Bob to put on another jumper if he is cold.

NARRATOR 6

His young nephew Jim , comes to invite Scrooge to spend Christmas with him and his wife but Scrooge rudely refuses. Finally Bob is allowed to go home to his loving family and sick young son. 

VERSE 6

Bob was working hard and feeling the cold, 

Slaving for his master, as he’d been told.

You can have Christmas Day off, Scrooge said with a frown,

But that will bring, your wages down.

VERSE 7
On Boxing Day, you must be back here by four,
Or never again, set foot in my door.

Bob scurried off, to his loving home,

Leaving Scrooge to shut up, all on his own.

VERSE 8

They’ll eat stale mince pies and drink warm sherry,
And try to pretend, they are all really merry.

We’ll imagine our presents, are piled up high,

We’ll sing carols to Jesus , up in the sky.

VERSE 9 

Back in his office, Scrooge scribbled with his pen, 

The clock on the wall, said half past ten.

I’ll go to the shop, at the end of the street,

And buy bread and marg, wow, what a treat!

VERSE 10
Scrooge heard a knock, and turned about,

Get out of here, he began to shout,
Said Jim his nephew, with a smile on his face,

We want you to spend Christmas, at our place.

VERSE 11

I’ll do no such thing, leave me alone,

I want to spend Christmas, all on my own.

We’re having a party, we’ll all dance and dance,

Not me, no never, go away, no chance!

VERSE 12

Suit yourself he said sadly and slowly closed the door,

The poor old man, was such a bore.

Two gents came collecting, for charity,

Get out of here, you’ll get nothing from me.

NARRATOR 7

Scrooge works until it is well after ten on Christmas Eve. He hurries home to the huge house he once shared with his now dead partner, Jacob Marley. He ignores all the people rushing about, wishing each other a Happy Christmas. Humbug he cries. Christmas is a humbug!!!
NARRATOR 8 

He reaches his door handle and as he turns it he gets a terrible shock. There, instead of a door knocker he sees the face of Jacob Marley his old friend . It vanishes as quickly as it came. Scrooge laughs it off and decides it was something that he ate that caused the apparition 
VERSE 13

Scrooge worked late, till the fire died out of sight,

Then set off home, into the night.
He reached out for, his big cast iron gate,

It was really dark and very late.

VERSE 14

For a second he got, a terrible scare,

His door knocker slowly, grew long grey hair.

Reflected in the brass, was Jacob his friend,
The one who’d come, to a sticky end.

VERSE 15 

It vanished as quickly, as it had come,

Scrooge must have drunk – too much rum.
He went up the stairs, up to his room,

And lit a candle, to ease the gloom.

NARRATOR 9

Scrooge has his supper and settles down for a nap. Suddenly he is woken by the sound of scratching and the clanking of chains. Scrooge is visited by the ghost of Jacob Marley. He tells Scrooge he must change his ways or he will die and spend eternity in torment.

NARRATOR 10

Jacob tells him he will send three spirits to visit him. Christmas past, Christmas  Present and Christmas Future. Scrooge laughs and thinks it is all a big joke. He will soon find out just how wrong he was!!!

VERSE 16

He strode to the kitchen and made some tea,

Then snuggled down, on his settee.

He went to sleep, he went out like a light,

He woke with a start, in the middle of the night.
VERSE 17

He heard some groans and a clanking chain,

His life would never, be the same.
What could it be ? His eyes grew wide!

His tummy rumbled, deep inside.

VERSE 18

Jacob Marley stood before him, his skin glowing green,

Scrooge went white, he began to scream.

I’ve come to warn you, you miserable man,

You must change your ways, if you possibly can.

VERSE 19

 Humbug, nonsense, balderdash.
I’ve never heard, such utter trash.

I’m serious cried Jacob, you must change your mind.

Be nice to people, try to be kind.

VERSE 20

I’ll send three friends, to put you straight,

I really hope, it’s not too late.
With that he floated, above the floor,

The walked straight out, through a solid door.

VERSE 21

Scrooge trembled, then shook with fear

Had Jacob his friend, really been here?

He got into bed, wrapped the sheet round his head,

He prayed very hard, that he wasn’t dead. 

NARRATOR 11

Scrooge settled down to a restless sleep. At the stroke of one he is woken. The room is filled with a blinding glow, standing before him is the figure of a child, but no ordinary child. It is the Spirit of Christmas Past! The spirit will take Ebenezer back to a time when he was a normal happy young man.

VERSE 22

The clock struck one, he woke once more,

The figure of a child, peeped through the door.

I’ve come to show you, times gone by,

Back through time, with me you must fly.
VERSE 23

They went back to the past, when Scrooge was quite slim,

He saw himself laughing and drinking gin.

He was chatting and laughing and looking dead smart,

The thought of his past, it nearly broke his heart.

VERSE 24

He’d been young and handsome, and full of fun,

Just look at him now, he was really glum.

I’ve got to change and be nice to folk,
Laugh with people, have a joke.

NARRATOR 12 

The ghost of Christmas past returns a very frightened Scrooge to his bedroom, still he cannot quite believe what is happening. This time he falls straight back to sleep. Again he suddenly finds himself awake and there in the room is the ghost of Christmas Present.

NARRATOR 13

This spirit is not jolly and happy like the last one. It is sad sombre and miserable. It proceeds to show Scrooge the terrible poverty that there was in Victorian London. It shows him the poor and hungry. It reveals the happy Christmas that his nephew and wife will have, but it also shows him the frugal Christmas at Bob  Crachit’s home.

VERSE 25

Back we must return, the spirit said,

Safe and snug, to your warm bed.
It’s still very dark, it’s the middle of the night,

The clock must have stopped, it’s not even light.

VERSE 26

Again he crept silently, under the sheet,

A hot water bottle, tucked at his feet,

He dropped off to sleep, straight away,

Like the baby Jesus, laid in the hay.

VERSE 27

The clock struck three, he woke with a start,

Through his chest he felt, his pounding heart.

The next ghost came, with a flash and a roar,

She didn’t even use, the bedroom door.

VERSE 28

Come with me, out into our street,

The poor of London, you will very soon meet.

I am the ghost of this present year.

I’ll show you how people, live in poverty and fear.

VERSE 29

This is what Christmas, is like for some folk,

It’s really not funny, it’s no sort of a joke.

He showed him the squalor, out in the street,
Beggars and children, with nothing to eat.

VERSE 30

Animals and children, on the pavement they lay,

Would their horror and suffering, ever go away!

Gangs of thieves, robbed and stole,

There was no such, thing as the dole.

VERSE 31

Scrooge began to weep and cried out in shame,

His life would never, be the same.

Enough for now, the spirit said,

Most of these poor folk, will soon be dead.

NARRATOR 14

Again Scrooge is returned to his house . By now he is shaking with fear and shame and promising that he will reform. The spirits think he needs one more visit to make absolutely certain. 

NARRATOR 15

The third and last spirit is by far the most frightening. The Ghost of Christmas yet to come. It will take Ebenezer into the future and show him the terrible future that may or may not await him.

VERSE 32

Go back to your house and say a prayer,

We really need people, who honestly care.

This time he found it hard, to get back to sleep,

He lay in his bed, counting sheep.

VERSE 33

The window banged and flew open wide,

The final Spirit, was at his side.

He heard a creak and opened one eye,

Scrooge slowly looked, out into the sky.

VERSE 34 

The room grew bright, with a gentle glow,

Come take my cloak, on a journey we’ll go,

I am the ghost, of what might come to be,

Things of the future, you are going to see.

VERSE 35

Your future I’ll show you, I’ll be at your side,

Hold on tight, for a bumpy ride.

The spirit scratched his nose and rubbed his chin,

I’m going to scare you, out of your skin.

VERSE 36
Off to the graveyard, they flew like an arrow.

The streets of London, were dirty and narrow.

They stopped by a grave, that was open wide

The spirit moved, to Scrooge’s side.

VERSE 37
A bony finger, shot out from his cloak,

This isn’t funny, it’s not a joke.

Carved deep in the headstone, it read R I P 

Inside the coffin – just who could it be?

VERSE 38

The man who lies here, died without a friend,

He really had, a terrible end.

Throughout his life, he thought of only money and power,

Scrooge gave a whimper and began to cower.

VERSE 39 

He looked at the writing, set in the stone,

His heart grew heavy, he felt all alone.

Carved in the granite, two feet high ,

The name he saw brought a tear to his eye.

VERSE 40

It’s me! He wailed and fell to his knees,

Don’t let this happen , oh please, please, please.

Can all this be changed, or is it set in stone,

I don’t want to die, all alone.

VERSE 41 
They visit Bob Cratchit, in his tumbled down home,
Mum sits at the table crying, alone.

Their son Tim is sick and will soon be dead.

He’s wasting away, in his filthy bed.

VERSE 42

I’ll pay Bob more and be lovely and kind,
The way I’ll behave, will blow his mind.

The change in me, will be instant and great

Now that I know, it’s not too late.

VERSE 43

It’s up to you, to start being good,
And act in a way, we all know you should

I will ,I will , I’ll change my life,

I may even find, a beautiful wife.

NARRATOR 16

Before the final spirit departed Scrooge pleads with it and asks if the future can be changed or will the terrible things he has been shown really happen. The Spirit just gives a withering moan and departs. Scrooge will have to find out for himself.
VERSE 44 

They returned in a flash, to his lonely room,
The candle was out , he was all in the gloom.

I’m going to make this Christmas the best one yet,

On that my friend, you can make a bet.

VERSE 45 

He fell back to sleep, in the wink of an eye,
The hours of darkness, quickly flashed by.

He dreamt of parties and lovely things,

Of Jesus being born, of angels wings. 

NARRATOR 17
Scrooge wakes and it is very early Christmas morning. He rushes to the window, realises it is not too late to change. Scrooge sets out to put all the things he has done wrong right,
NARRATOR 18
He makes sure the Cratchits have a Christmas they will never forget. He raises Bob’s salary and makes sure Tim fully recovers. For the rest of his life he is kind generous and considerate to everybody he meets.

VERSE 46 

He woke with a stretch and a wink and a groan,

From now on I never, will be alone.

I’m going to give and give and give,

It’s my life , yes my life , I’m going to live.

VERSE 47

I’ve been a fool and wasted years, 

He laughed as he wiped, away his tears.

I’m going to try, to put things right

As I promised the spirit, this very night.

Verse 48

He sent a boy, to the poultry shop,
Get a chicken a turkey – no get the lot,

Send the biggest and best, to Bob’s lovely wife,

The meat on the turkey, will save Tiny Tim’s life.

VERSE 49

I’ll raise Bob’s salary, up through the roof,

I’ll do it, I mean it, it’s the honest truth.

He went to his nephew, for Christmas Day,

They danced and danced the hours away. 
VERSE 50

For the rest of his life, he was good and kind,

The visiting spirit, had changed his mind.

People said, he was a kind and good,

Helping others, whenever he could.

VERSE 51  

This story tells us, to think of others,
Not just ourselves, or sisters or brothers.

We should listen with care and take good note,

And think about, what Dickens wrote.

Verse 52

In school we should care, for everyone,

Just like Jesus , Gods only Son.

In class , at play and in the yard.

We all work together – really hard.

NARRATOR 19   

As tiny Tim Said :-“GOD BLESS Us,
ONE AND ALL”
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